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(57) ABSTRACT

RNA interference (RNAi) agents and the use of the RNAi
agents for treating hepatitis B infection in individuals, as well
as pharmaceutical compositions containing the RNAi agents
are provided. The RNAi agents, or constructs for expressing
them are utilized to inhibit expression of at least one Hepatitis
B virus (HBV) gene, wherein each agent comprises an effec-
tor sequence complementary to or substantially complemen-
tary to a predicted sequence transcribed from a target region.
In some embodiments of the present invention, the agents
have more than one effector sequence; wherein the multiple
effectors may target the same region of an HBV gene, differ-
ent (possibly overlapping) regions of the same gene and/or
different HBV genes.
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Figure 1D
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Correlation between SECs and Synthesised siRNA

== SECS
~ Synthesized siRNA

[ AV B V] = U W Ny W W —_—

Relative HBY mRNA level

SEC

Figure 3



US 9,080,174 B2

Sheet 5 0of 13

Jul. 14, 2015

U.S. Patent

D

b

@

< <
o prd
; 5
2 S
© P
S o
4 B
& =
o s
L wn
£

>

Q

(a8

- |

(a]

H ;

Figure 4



U.S. Patent Jul. 14, 2015 Sheet 6 of 13 US 9,080,174 B2

RS
NS
s
e B A XN RS W
AR NN NN [N RN DN W AW by
o W WA W AW BRI

NN IE N W
R R R RE R R

SR W AW

Ry

N RN I AN W W R BN B N A
RS W W RNy R BN W
N\\\\)
B
Target region of:
SEQ ID NO:1 SEQID NO:3 SEQID NO:2
s G- 18 RO e S H SN
: BN TR RS mee MR

R

Figure 5



U.S. Patent Jul. 14, 2015 Sheet 7 of 13 US 9,080,174 B2

Expression cassette — general structure

U6 promoter effector comp effector
,

N

\ loop | terminator
/

Expressed RNAi agent (hairpin structure) and single stranded, processed effector
sequence (assuming 22nt phasing):

A) shRNA3 (SEQ ID NO: 36)

\% VCAA
GAACCUUUACCCCGUUGCCCGG \
CUUGGAAAUGGGGCAACGGGCC G

uu A AGA

A

5-GGGCAACGGGGUAAAGGUUCuUU-3’

(SEQ ID NO:34 0 23, with nucleotides uu at the 3" end)

B) shRNA 9 (SEQ ID NO: 37)

\% CAA
GUCAGUGGUUCGUAGGGCUUUCC \
UAGUCACCAAGCAUCCCGARAGG G

AU A AGA

5'-AAAGCCCUACGAACCACUGAuU-3’
(SEQ ID NO:94 1 21), with nucleotides GAuu at the 3’ end)

C) shRNA12 (SEQ ID NO: 38)

VCAA
GAUUCCUAUGGGAGUGGGCCUCA \
UUAAGGAUACCCUCACCCGGAGU G

A A AGA

5-AGGCCCACUCCCAUAGGAAUU-3
(SEQ ID NO:12(4 6 19, With 5" nucleotides AG)

Figure 6
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D) shRNA 13 (SEQ ID NO: 39)

VCAA
GCCAAACUCUGCAAGAUCCCAGA \
UGGUUUGAGACGUUCUAGGGUCU G

AU A AGA

5'-UGGGAUCUUGCAGAGUUUGGUuU-3’

US 9,080,174 B2

(SEQ ID NO:131 16 18), With nucleotides UG at the 5" end and Uu at the 3’ end)

E) shRNA 23 (SEQ ID NO: 40)

VCAA
GCUCUGUUGUCCUCUCCCGCAAA \
UGAGACAACAGGAGAGGGCGUUU G

AU A AGA

5-UGCGGGAGAGGACAACAGAGUuU-3
(SEQ ID NO:23, with nucleotide u at the 3’)

Figure 6 continued
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A

Expression cassette

effector 1 comp effector 1 effector 4 comp effector 4 effector 6 comp effector 6
| f |
U6 promoter \ / U6 promoter \ U6 promoter \
- -
terminator terminator terminator
Expressed RNAi agents
v
v VOAA v VOA v CaA
57 -GUCUCCCUUAUCGUCAAUCUT G 57 ~GUUGUCCUCUCCCGCAAMAUAUU R 57 —GCCCCACCCCACGGACGCCUU G
AGAGGGAAUAGCAGUJAGAR A CAACAGGAGAGCGCGUUJAUAG G GGCGUGGCGUGTCUCCGGAA A
37-UU ARG 37-UT AR 37-JU ARC
A A A
SEQ ID NO: 41 SEQ ID NO: 42 SEQ ID NO: 43

Theoretical processed effector sequence (assuming 22nt phasing)

effector 1 5’ -AAGAUUGACGAUAAGGGAGAUU-3' (SEQ ID NO 1145 with AA at 5 & UU at 3’

ends)

effector4 5’ -UAUUUGCGGGAGAGGACAACUU-3’ (SEQ ID NO 4150, with UU at 3’ end)

effector 6 57 ~AAGGCCUCCGUGCGGUGGGGUU-3" (SEQ ID NO: 6150, with UU at 3’ end)

Figure 7
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Expression cassette

effector 4 comp effector 4
effector 1 comp N sffector 1 ) \ / effect?r 6comp Y, effector 6
N /
U6 promoter N / \ \ Y
h \ \ /" terminator
/]

U A

e J AJ\

ce N s

U A AU oG

AU a U s C

AU C G s C

Vo Effector 1 Se Effector 4 te Effector 6

U A J A AU

AU [Sael [Sael

7oA T A (=R

U A C G C G

[ [V [V

C G J A & u

G (=3 oG

U A J A C G

;5 N %
B —GUGCUGUUGACACUZAGCG UGCCUAZUGCCUCGGRUUCUGCUGUUGACAGUZAGCE UGCCUAZUSCCUCGGAUUCUGIUGUUGACAGUCAZCE UGCUGUUGACAGIGAGCGUU-3/
Theoretical processed effector sequence (assuming 22nt phasing)
effector 1 57 —AAGAUUGACGAUAAGGGAGAUg-3" (SEQ ID NO 14.15 With AA at 5’ & ug* at 3’)

effector 4 57 ~UAUUUGCGGGAGAGGACAACUG-3" (SEQ ID NO 45, with UG at 3’ end)

effector 6 57 —AAGGCCUCCGUGCGGUGGGGUG—-3" (SEQ ID NO 6150, with UG at 3')

*no homology to HBV

Figure 7 continued



U.S. Patent Jul. 14, 2015 Sheet 11 of 13 US 9,080,174 B2

Expression cassette

effector 4 comp loop effector 4
effector 6 comp \ \ / effector 6
effector 1 comp_ / / / effector 1

U6 promoter , terminator

Expressed RNAI agent: SEQ ID NO: 45 \

| | s

57 GUCUCCCUUAUCGUCAAUCUUCACCCCACCGCACGGAGGCCUUCUGAUGUCCUCUCCCGCAAAUA G
AGAGGGAAUAGCAGUUAGAAGUGGGGUGGCGUGCCUCCGGAAGACAACAGGAGAGGGCGUUUAU A

370U 1 1 P At

effector 1 cffector 6 effector 4

Theoretical processed effector sequence (assuming 22nt phasing)

effector 4 5" ~UAUUUGCGGGAGAGGACAACAG—3" (SEQ ID NO 4:52)
effector 6 5’ -AAGGCCUCCGUGCGGUGGGGUG-3’ (SEQID NO: 6 UG at 3’ end)
effector 1 5" -AAGAUUGACGAUAAGGGAGAUU-3" (SEQ ID NO: 1 with AAat5 and UU at 3’)

Figure 8
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1
HBV TREATMENT

REFERENCE TO SEQUENCE LISTING

A Sequence Listing submitted as an ASCII text file via
EFS-Web is hereby incorporated by reference in accordance
with 35 U.S.C. §1.52(e). The name of the ASCII text file for
the Sequence Listing is 15294703.TXT, the date of creation
of the ASCII text file is Apr. 26, 2013, and the size of the
ASCII text file is 10.7 KB.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention is directed to an RNA interference (RNA1)
agent and the use of that RNAi agent to treat hepatitis B
infection in individuals, as well as pharmaceutical composi-
tions containing the RNAi agents of the invention.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Hepatitis is a general term meaning ‘inflammation of the
liver’ and has a number of causes. Viral causes are among the
most common, and may be caused by hepatitis A, B, C, D or
E virus. Hepatitis B virus (HBV) in particular is a serious and
common infectious disease of the liver, affecting millions of
people throughout the world.

HBYV is a hepatotrophic DNA virus belonging to the Hep-
adnaviridae. The full-length of the viral genome is about 3.2
kb, and it has four open reading frames (ORFs) including
surface antigen (the “S gene”), core antigen (the “C gene”),
DNA polymerase (the “P gene”) and a gene of undetermined
function referred to as the “X gene”.

More than 2,000 million people alive today have been
infected with HBV at some time in their lives and of these
about 350 million remain chronically infected and become
carriers of the virus. HBV infection can cause acute and
chronic type B hepatitis, and may eventually lead to the
development of chronic hepatic insufficiency, cirrhosis, and
hepatocellular carcinoma. In addition, HBV carriers can
transmit the disease for many years.

HBYV is transmitted by percutaneous or parenteral contact
with infected bodily fluids or blood. The most common route
of infection is via vertical transmission from mother to her
baby, and in adults through sexual intercourse or shared intra-
venous needles or ear-piercing equipment. Many cases of
acute HBV infection occur however without a traceable route
of infection.

Persons with chronic HBV infection (“carriers”—world-
wide about 350-400 million people) have a 12-300x higher
risk of developing hepatocellular carcinoma than non-carri-
ers and globally HBV causes 60-80% of the world’s primary
liver cancers. Every year about 25% of the over 4 million
acute clinical cases (i.e. 1 million people worldwide) die from
chronic active hepatitis, cirrhosis or HBV-induced liver can-
cer. As a consequence, HBV ranks second only to tobacco as
a known human carcinogen.

Although vaccines against HBV has been widely used for
several decades, the HBV prevalence rate in the population
still remains high. Current therapies for chronic HBV infec-
tion have only limited inhibitory effects on viral gene expres-
sion and replication in the majority of chronically infected
patients. Lamivudine for example suppresses HBV replica-
tion in carriers, but the effect is reversible if therapy is
stopped. Moreover, a major limitation of chronic Lamivudine
therapy is the development of viral resistance, which typically
develops after 6 months of treatment. Resistance is usually
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associated with mutations in the highly conserved catalytic
region of the HBV polymerase gene.

For these reasons, there remains a need for a new therapeu-
tic agent to treat HBV infection. This invention is directed to
an RNA interference (RNAi) agent and the use of that RNAi
agent to treat hepatitis B infection in individuals.

The RNAI pathway is initiated by the enzyme Dicer, which
cleaves double-stranded RNA (dsRNA) molecules into short
fragments (commonly referred to as siRNAs) of ~20-25
nucleotides. One of the two strands of each fragment, known
as the guide strand or active strand, is then incorporated into
the RNA-induced silencing complex (RISC) through binding
to a member of the argonaute protein family. After integration
into the RISC, the guide strand base-pairs with its target
mRNA and is thought to either inhibit a target by inhibiting
translation (by stalling the translational machinery) and/or
inducing cleavage of the mRNA, thereby preventing it from
being used as a translation template.

While the fragments produced by Dicer are double-
stranded, only the guide strand, directs gene silencing. The
other anti-guide strand referred to more commonly as a pas-
senger strand, carrier strand or * strand is frequently degraded
during RISC activation (Gregory R, Chendrimada T, Cooch
N, Shiekhattar R (2005). “Human RISC couples microRNA
biogenesis and posttranscriptional gene silencing”. Cell 123
(4): 631-40). RISC assembly is thought to be governed by an
enzyme that selects which strand ofa dsRNA Dicer product is
loaded into RISC. This strand is usually the one whose 5' end
is less tightly paired to its complement, and there also appears
to be a clear bias for A, and to a lesser extent U, at the 5'
position to facilitate binding to some argonaute proteins
(Schwarz D S, Hutvagner G, Du T, Xu Z, Aronin N, Zamore
P D (2003). “Asymmetry in the assembly of the RNAIi
enzyme complex”. Cell 115 (2): Frank F, Sonenberg N, Nagar
(2010) “Structural basis for 5'-nucleotide base-specific rec-
ognition of guide RNA by human AGO2”. Nature.
465(7299):818-22).

Reference to any prior art in the specification is not, and
should not be taken as, an acknowledgment or any form of
suggestion that this prior art forms part of the common gen-
eral knowledge in Australia or any other jurisdiction or that
this prior art could reasonably be expected to be ascertained,
understood and regarded as relevant by a person skilled in the
art.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Ithas been discovered by the current inventors that unique
sequences within the Hepatitis B Virus (HBV) genome may
be targeted to inhibit the virus. By targeting specific regions
of one or more genes, the expression of those genes is inhib-
ited, effectively “silencing” the gene. This presents a new
opportunity to target HBV expression in cells to treat HBV
infection.

In one aspect of the invention, there is provided a DNA-
directed RNA interference (ddRNAi) agent (being an RNA
molecule), and an expression cassette or construct to express
that agent in a cell (including in vivo), for inhibiting expres-
sion of at least one Hepatitis B virus (HBV) gene, where the
agent comprises an effector sequence (described further
below) of at least 17 nucleotides in length complementary to
or substantially complementary to a predicted sequence tran-
scribed from a target region, the target region being selected
from the group consisting of any 10 or more contiguous
nucleotides within a sequence from any one of SEQ ID NOS:
1-19. In an alternative embodiment, the target region is a
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sequence selected from the group consisting of any 10 or
more contiguous nucleotides within a sequence from any one
of SEQ ID NOS: 20-27.

The effector sequence is directed to a target region of a
target RNA sequence, wherein the target sequence is a tran-
script of a target gene. Thus the effector sequence is “directed
to’ a target region by being sufficiently complementary in
sequence to a transcript from a target gene containing the
target region. An RNAIi agent, such as a ddRNAi agent, hav-
ing a double-stranded portion containing the effector
sequence, can therefore “inhibit expression of a target gene
sequence” by virtue of the target gene sequence containing
the target region. Accordingly, within a cell infected with
HBYV, the RNAi agent is capable of inhibiting expression of a
target gene sequence because the sequence of the effector (as
‘effector’ is defined below) is substantially complementary to
(at least) a region of the predicted mRNA target sequence of
the target gene. This can be illustrated with the following
short sequence:

S'ATTGCG3'—DNA target sequence of gene

S'AUUGCG3'—mRNA target region/sequence from tran-
scription of the gene

3'UAACGCS"—eftector sequence—which is substantially
complementary to a region of the predicted mRNA tar-
get sequence.

Typically, a target region is a region of an mRNA of a gene
that is intended to be silenced or to have its expression (at the
level of transcription or translation) reduced.

The agent is designed so that it also comprises an effector
complement sequence, ie a sequence that is substantially
complementary to the effector sequence such that it will tend
to anneal so as to form a double stranded RNA segment—the
degree of complementarity required is more particularly
explained further below. Moreover, usually one end of the
double stranded segment will be linked by a loop sequence so
as to form a ‘hairpin’ shaped structure. This is also know as an
‘interrupted inverted repeat’ structure, as the DNA encoding
such an RNA sequence contains an inverted repeat of the
region of the target gene that is transcribed to the effector
sequence, interrupted by a stuffer or spacer sequence encod-
ing the loop.

In some forms of the invention, the agent has more than one
effector sequence. Multiple effectors may target the same
region of an HBV gene, different (possibly overlapping)
regions of the same gene and/or different HBV genes. RNAi
agents such as ddRNAi agents, can contain 2 or 3 different
effector sequences. As explained above, the ddRNAi agent
comprises an effector complement sequence for each effector
sequence, thus forming effector—effector complement pairs
(ie a first effector—{irst effector complement pair, a second
effector—second effector complement pair, etc). These pairs
may be, but need not be, contiguous to one another, as long as
the RNAI agent can fold so as to permit each pair to anneal.
Various other considerations suggest one order or another of
the effectors and effector complements along the length of the
RNAI agent. Thus, embodiments of the invention include one
or more of the following:

ddRNAI agent comprising, in a 5' to 3' direction, a first
effector sequence; a second effector sequence; second
effector complement sequence; and a first effector
complement sequence;

a ddRNAIi agent comprising, in a 5' to 3' direction, a first
effector sequence; a second effector sequence; a third
effector sequence; a third effector complement
sequence; a second effector complement sequence; and
a first effector complement sequence;
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a ddRNAI agent comprising, in a 5' to 3' direction, a first
effector; a first effector complement sequence; a second
effector sequence; and a second effector complement
sequence;

a ddRNAI agent comprising, in a 5' to 3' direction, a first
effector sequence; a first effector complement sequence;
a second effector sequence; a second effector comple-
ment sequence; a third effector sequence; and a third
effector complement sequence;

a ddRNAI agent comprising, in a 5' to 3' direction, a first
effector sequence; a second effector sequence; a
sequence of 2 to 100 non-self-complementary nucle-
otides; a second effector complement sequence; and a
first effector complement sequence;

a ddRNAI agent comprising, in a 5' to 3' direction, a first
effector sequence; a sequence of 2 to 100 non-self-
complementary nucleotides; a first effector complement
sequence; a second effector sequence; a sequence of 2 to
100 non-self-complementary nucleotides; and a second
effector complement sequence.

As would be understood by one skilled in the art, and as
illustrated in the Figures, any particular effector sequence
may be swapped in position with its complement in the agent.
In particular forms of each of the embodiments described
above, each effector sequence is at least 17 nucleotides in
length and comprises a nucleotide sequence selected from the
group consisting of any 10 or more contiguous nucleotides
from a sequence from any one of SEQ ID NOS: 1-19 or SEQ
ID NOS: 20-27. The effector sequences may all be the same,
or may all be different, or may be a combination, eg 2 effector
sequences of at least 10 contiguous nucleotides of SEQ ID
NO:1 and one effector sequence of at least 10 contiguous
nucleotides of SEQ ID NO: 4.

Preferably, the effector sequence is selected from the group
consisting of any contiguous 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 or 16 nucle-
otides within any one of SEQ ID NOS: 1-19 or SEQ ID NOS:
20-27, and most preferably 17 or more contiguous nucle-
otides within any one of SEQ ID NOS: 1-19 or SEQ ID NOS:
20-27. Typically, the effector complement will be the same
length, or about the same length (ie £15% nucleotide length)
as its corresponding effector sequence.

In alternative embodiments, the dsRNA is comprised of 2
separate RNA strands that are annealed to form a duplex.
ddRNAI agents may be expressed from a DNA expression
cassette inserted into any suitable vector or ddRNAIi con-
struct. Accordingly, in aspects of the invention there is pro-
vided a ddRNAI expression cassettes comprising:

one or more promoter sequences

one or more DNA sequences, preferably being sequences
that encode for any 10 or more and preferably any 17 or
more contiguous nucleotides within a sequence from
any one of SEQ ID NOS: 1-19 or SEQ ID NOS: 20-27,

one or more DNA sequences that encode for one or more
effector complement sequences;

one or more terminator sequences
and optionally

one or more DNA sequences that encode for loop
sequences; and

one or more enhancer sequences.

In some embodiments, one promoter is operably linked to
multiple effector-encoding regions such that it can drive
expression of them, whereas in other embodiments, each
effector-encoding region is operably linked to its own pro-
moter. In constructs where there are multiple promoters, these
may be all the same or different. Preferred promoters are U6
and H1.
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There is also provided ddRNAi expression constructs, into
which the ddRNAi expression cassettes are inserted for
expression. In addition, when the vector backbone of the
construct is compatible with a delivery system, the ddRNAi
expression constructs are also delivery constructs.

The invention also provides for siRNA agents that com-
prise a sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in length selected
from the group consisting of any 10 or more contiguous
nucleotides within a sequence from any one of SEQ ID NOS:
1-190or SEQID NOS: 20-27 and a sequence complement with
which the sequence forms a duplex, and that are capable of
inhibiting expression of an HBV gene.

The invention also provides for methods of treatment of
acute or chronic HBV infection in a subject, the reduction of
HBYV viral load in a subject, the reduction of the severity of
symptoms associated with HBV infection in a subject, and the
reduction of the infectivity of HBV, comprising administer-
ing a therapeutically effective amount of a ddRNAI construct,
ddRNAI agent or siRNA agent of the invention wherein the
ddRNAIi construct, ddRNAi agent or siRNA agent inhibits
expression of one or more target sequences in a Hepatitis B
virus (HBV) gene, preferably at least the polymerase gene of
HBV.

There is also provided a pharmaceutical composition com-
prising a ddRNAi agent, a ddRNAi expression cassette, a
ddRNAI construct or a siRNA agent of the invention and a
pharmaceutically acceptable carrier or diluent.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE
DRAWINGS/FIGURES

FIG. 1A-F illustrates some of the ddRNAi agent structures
of the invention.

FIG. 2 shows the distribution of the 642 siRNA clones
obtained along the HBV polymerase gene, wherein the lines
denote regions corresponding to individual Entire siRNA
Target (EsT) clones.

FIG. 3 is a comparison of the RNAi effectiveness of siRNA
expression cassettes (SECs) and their corresponding syn-
thetic siRNAs on HBV polymerase mRNA levels in order to
validate the initial screening results obtained with SEC inhi-
bition of HBV polymerase expression3.

FIG. 4 is the results of the HBV polymerase inhibition
screen with 501 siRNA sequences derived from the EsT
library.

FIG. 5A is an illustration of the distribution of the top 100
most effective siRNA sequences (as identified in the large
scale screen in FIG. 4) along the HBV polymerase gene. FIG.
5B illustrates how any given sequence can be mapped to the
HBYV polymerase gene. Shown are the areas on which SEQ ID
NOS: 1 to 3 are based.

FIG. 6 is a schematic of 5 individual expression cassettes
and RNAi agents encoded by them, together with the effector
sequence after processing by Dicer. The expression cassettes
are based on SEQ ID NO:3, 9, 12, 13 and 23.

FIG. 7 is a schematic of a multiple effector sequence
expression cassette containing (a) effector sequences each
operably linked to separate promoter and terminator
sequences to express individual RNAi agents in the form of a
short hairpin RNAi (shRNAi) agent, (FIG. 7A); or (b) a first
effector sequence operably linked to a promoter, and a third
effector sequence operably linked to a terminator such that a
single multiple stem loop RNAi agent is expressed. The
expression cassettes are based on SEQ ID NO:1, SEQ ID
NO:4, and SEQ ID NO:6.
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FIG. 8 is a schematic of a multiple effector sequence
expression cassette based on SEQ ID NOS: 1, 4 and 6, which
gives rise to a single, long hairpin RNAi agent.

FIG. 9 illustrates the gene knockdown efficiency of SEQ
ID NOS: 1 to 14 and 20 to 27 following transfection into
HepG2 2.2.15 cells. Knockdown efficiency was determined
by qRT-PCR analysis of polymerase gene mRNA. siNC is a
negative control, being a siRNA with no known target
sequences in HBV; Normal is the polymerase mRNA level in
untransfected cells, standardised to a level of 1.

FIGS. 10A and B show luciferase activities (+/-SD; n=4)
in cells transfected with varying quantities of chemically
synthesised siRNA23 (A) or shRNA23 expression constructs
(B) targeting pGL3-23 using the conditions listed in Tables 3
and 4. In FIG. 10A, siNC was used both as a negative control
and to adjust total quantities of siRNAs added to cells to avoid
potential artifacts due to unequal transfection; siRNA GL3
was used as a positive control, such that it is an siRNA
targeted to the luciferase gene. In FIG. 10B, pUCS57 was used
both as a negative control and to adjust total quantities of
plasmid DNAs added to cells to avoid potential artifacts due
to unequal transfection. A plasmid expressing a luciferase
shRNA based on GL3 siRNA was used as a positive control

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

Definitions

As used herein, except where the context requires other-
wise, the term “comprise” and variations of the term, such as
“comprising”, “comprises” and “comprised”, are not
intended to exclude further additives, components, integers or
steps.

The term “RNA interference” or “RNAi1” refers generally
to a RNA dependent gene silencing process that is initiated by
double stranded RNA (dsRNA) molecules in a cell’s cyto-
plasm. The dsRNA reduces the expression of a target nucleic
acid sequence, which may be a DNA whose RNA expression
products are reduced, or an RNA, with which the dsRNA
molecule shares substantial or total homology.

By “double stranded RNA” or “dsRNA” it is meant a
double stranded RNA molecule that is capable of inhibiting
expression of a target nucleic acid sequence with which it
shares homology. In some embodiments the dsRNA is a hair-
pin or stem loop structure, with a duplex region optionally
linked by at least 1 nucleotide, and is referred to as a “hairpin
RNA” or “short hairpin RNAi agent” or “shRNA”. The
duplex is formed between an effector sequence and a
sequence complementary to the effector sequence herein
referred to as an “effector complement”. Typically, the effec-
tor complement will be the same length as its corresponding
effector sequence. As will be explained below, the effector
sequence is complementary to the target nucleic acid
sequence.

An “effector sequence” is the nucleotide sequence that,
when part of the RISC complex, binds to the HBV target
nucleotide sequence, thereby targeting that sequence for
destruction by the cell. It is analogous to the “guide” strand
discussed in the background section. The effector sequence is
‘directed to” a target region by being complementary or sub-
stantially complementary in sequence to the transcript from
the target region such that an RNA agent having a double
stranded portion containing the effector sequence inhibits
expression of the target gene sequence.

The “effector complement”, which is analogous to the
passenger strand discussed in the background is of sufficient



US 9,080,174 B2

7

complementary to the effector such that is anneals to the
effector sequence. It is likely that the effector complement
will be of a similar sequence to the target gene sequence, but
does not necessarily have to be.

The term “RNAi agent” refers to a dsRNA sequence that
elicits RNAI. This term may be used interchangeably with
“small interfering RNAs” (siRNA agents) and small hairpin
RNA (shRNAi or hpRNAIi agents).

The double stranded or duplex region of the RNAi agent is
atleast 17 base pairs long, and usually in the range of 17 to 30
base pairs. RNAi agents can be synthesized chemically or
enzymatically outside of cells and subsequently delivered to
cells or can be expressed in vivo by an appropriate vector in
cells (see, e.g., U.S. Pat. No. 6,573,099, WO 2004/106517
and W099/49029, all of which are incorporated herein by
reference).

The term “DNA-directed RNAi agent” or “ddRNA1 agent”
refers to an RNAI agent that is transcribed from a DNA
expression cassette (“ddRNAi expression cassette”). The
ddRNAI agent transcribed from the expression cassette may
be transcribed as a single RNA that is capable of self-anneal-
ing into a hairpin structure with a duplex region linked by at
least 2 nucleotides, or as a single RNA with multiple shRNA
domains or as multiple transcripts each capable of folding as
a single shRNA.

The ddRNAi expression cassette can be ligated into vectors
referred to as ddRNAi vectors or ddRNAi constructs. The
vectors may provide sequences specifying transcription of
the ddRNAI expression cassette in vivo or in vitro. The vector
may additionally serve as the delivery vehicle for the ddRNAi
expression cassette. Viral based vectors for example will gen-
erate a ddRNAI construct that is useful for expression of the
ddRNAIi expression cassette as well as being compatible with
viral delivery.

A cell has been “transformed”, “transduced” or “trans-
fected” by an exogenous or heterologous nucleic acid or
vector when such nucleic acid has been introduced into the
cell. The transforming DNA may or may not be integrated
(covalently linked) into the genome of the cell. With respect
to eukaryotic cells, a stably transformed cell is one in which
the transforming DNA has become integrated into a host cell
chromosome or is maintained extra-chromosomally (episo-
mally) so that the transforming DNA is inherited by daughter
cells during cell replication. In non-replicating, differentiated
cells the transforming DNA may persist as an episome.

“Gene expression” can be a reference to either or both
transcription or translation.

“Inhibition of expression” refers to the absence or observ-
able decrease in the level of protein and/or mRNA product
from the target gene. The inhibition does not have to be
absolute, but may be partial inhibition sufficient for there to a
detectable or observable change as a result of the administra-
tion of a RNAi or ddRNAI agent or siRNA agent or ddRNAi
construct of the invention. Inhibition may be measured by
determining a decrease in the level of mRNA and/or protein
product from a target nucleic acid relative to a cell lacking the
ddRNAI agent or construct, and may be as little as 1%, 5% or
10%, or may be absolute ie 100% inhibition. The effects of
inhibition may be determined by examination of the outward
properties ie quantitative and/or qualitative phenotype of the
cell or organism, and may also include an assessment of the
viral load following administration of a ddRNAi agent or
construct of the invention.

Asused herein, “a quantitative phenotypic trait” refers to a
trait associated with the molecular expression of a nucleic
acid in a host cell and may thus include the quantity of RNA
molecules transcribed or replicated, the quantity of post-tran-
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scriptionally modified RNA molecules, the quantity of trans-
lated peptides or proteins, or the activity of such peptides or
proteins.

A reduction of phenotypic expression of a nucleic acid
where the phenotype is a qualitative trait means that in the
presence of the RNAI agent of the invention, the phenotypic
trait switches to a different state when compared to a situation
in which the RNAi agent is absent. A reduction of phenotypic
expression of a nucleic acid may thus be measured as a
reduction in steady state levels of (part of) that nucleic acid, a
reduction in translation of (part of) that nucleic acid or a
reduction in the effect the presence of the transcribed RNA(s)
or translated polypeptide(s) have on the eukaryotic cell or the
organism, and will ultimately lead to altered phenotypic
traits. It is clear that the reduction in phenotypic expression of
a nucleic acid of interest may be accompanied by or corre-
lated to an observable change in phenotype. The assessment
may be by way of biochemical techniques such as Northern
hybridisation, quantitative real-time PCR assays, gene
expression assays, antibody binding, ELISA, RIA, western
blotting and other assays and techniques known in the art.

“Target nucleic acids” may be either RNA or DNA, whose
transcription products are targeted, coding or non-coding
sequence, endogenous or exogenous. In a preferred embodi-
ment, the polymerase (P) gene of the DNA virus hepatitis B
virus is targeted for inhibition. Accordingly, in this embodi-
ment, the target nucleic acid is at least the RNA transcript of
the polymerase gene.

An effector sequence for a target is complementary to or
substantially complementary to the predicted transcript of a
region of the target gene. By “substantially complementary”
it is meant that the sequences are hybridisable or annealable.
Substantially complementary is preferably about 85%
complementary to a portion of the target gene. More prefer-
ably, it is at least 85-90% complementary, and most prefer-
ably at least 95, 96, 97, 98 99 or 100% complementary.
Substantial complementarity therefore includes 100%
complementarity, but 100% complementarity may also be
referred to throughout the specification as “complementary”,
or “being complementary”.

A sequence complementary to or substantially comple-
mentary to a region of a target gene has the degree of sequence
complementarity across a contiguous target sequence. Gen-
erally, a double stranded RNA region of the invention may be
subjected to mutagenesis to produce single or several nucle-
otide substitutions, deletions or additions.

A “therapeutic composition” or “pharmaceutical compo-
sition” or “composition for treating HBV infection” refers to
a composition including a ddRNAi agent, ddRNAi expres-
sion cassette, ddRNAIi construct or siRNA agent.

The words “treat” or “treatment” refer to therapeutic treat-
ment wherein the objectis to slow down (lessen) an undesired
physiological change or disorder. For purposes of this inven-
tion, beneficial or desired clinical results include, but are not
limited to, alleviation of symptoms of HBV infection,
reduced infectivity of HBV, diminishment of extent of dis-
ease, stabilized (i.e., not worsening) state of disease, delay or
slowing of disease progression, amelioration or palliation of
the disease state, and remission (whether partial or total),
whether detectable or undetectable. “Treatment” can also
mean prolonging survival as compared to expected survival if
not receiving treatment. Treatment may not necessarily result
in the complete clearance of HBV infection but may reduce or
minimise complications and side effects of infection and the
progression of infection.

The phrase “therapeutically effective amount” means an
amount of a compound of the present invention that (i) treats
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the particular disease, condition, or disorder, (ii) attenuates,
ameliorates, or eliminates one or more symptoms of the par-
ticular disease, condition, or disorder, or (iii) delays the onset
of'one or more symptoms of the particular disease, condition,
or disorder described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The current invention provides a new RNA1 agent, and use
of'the RNAIi agent for targeting HBV in infected individuals.
Treatment of HBV is aimed at:

i. eliminating infectivity to prevent transmission and
spread of HBV from one individual to another; and

il. minimising the overall progression of liver disease
within the infected individual. ddRNAi agent

RNAI agents expressed from DNA based ddRNAi expres-
sion cassettes are referred to as DNA-directed RNA1 agents,
or ddRNAi agents. They can directly target the activity of
genes with minimum off-target events. By “off target events”
it is meant that expression of nucleic acids other than the
target are not inhibited by the RNAi or ddRNAi agents. In the
case of HBV infection, this offers a unique opportunity to
address the unmet clinical treatment needs for HBV. Accord-
ingly, in one aspect of the invention, there is provided a
DNA-directed RNA interference (ddRNAi) agent for inhib-
iting expression of one or more target sequences in a Hepatitis
B virus (HBV) gene, the ddRNAIi agent comprising at least:

afirst effector sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in length;

and
a first effector complement sequence;
wherein the first effector sequence is substantially comple-
mentary to the predicted transcript of a region of the target
gene.
Typically, the first effector sequence forms a double
stranded region with the first effector complement sequence.
The sequences of the ddRNAi agents of the invention have
sufficient complementarity to a region of the HBV gene in
order to mediate target specific RNAi. By “substantially
complementary” it is meant that the sequences are hybridis-
able or annealable, and either:
the sequence of the first effector sequence is at least about
80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89 or 90% comple-
mentary to at least 17 or more contiguous nucleotides of
the target sequence, more preferably at least about 90,
91, 92, 92, 94 or 95% complementary and even more
preferably at least about 95, 96, 97, 98 or 99% comple-
mentary or absolutely complementary (ie 100%)to 17 or
more contiguous nucleotides of the target sequence; or

the effector sequence has at least 10 or more contiguous
nucleotides that are 100% complementary with the tar-
get and preferably less than 6 nucleotides that cannot
base pair with the target sequence. The first effector
sequence can therefore have 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 nucleotides
that will not G-C/A-U base pair with the target sequence.
It is believed that this level of difference will not nega-
tively impact on the ability of the ddRNAi agent to be
able to inhibit expression of the target sequence.

When the first effector sequence does have 1,2,3,4 or 5
nucleotides that will not G-C/A-U base pair with the target
sequence, it is preferred that the differences are in the first or
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last 5 nucleotides of'the first effector sequence, with only 1 or
2 nucleotide changes in the centre portion of the effector
sequence.

The ddRNAi agent may also comprise a first effector
sequence consisting of 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26,
27, 28, 29, or 30 nucleotides in length, wherein the effector
sequence is substantially complementary to the predicted
transcript of a region of the target gene. A ddRNAi agent
according to this embodiment of the invention therefore has a
maximum length determined by the length and number of
effector sequence/s ie each effector sequence is not com-
prised within a longer sequence.

As noted above, substantial complementarity is intended to
mean that the sequences are hybridisable or annealable. The
terms “hybridising” and “annealing” (and grammatical
equivalents) are used interchangeably in this specification in
respect of nucleotide sequences and refer to nucleotide
sequences that are capable of forming Watson-Crick base
pairs due to their complementarity. Preferably the substan-
tially complementary sequences are able to hybridise under
conditions of medium or high stringency:

high stringency conditions: 0.1xSSPE (or 0.1xSSC), 0.1%

SDS, 65° C.
medium stringency conditions: 0.2xSSPE (or 1.0xSSC),
0.1% SDS, 50° C.

Alternatively, “substantially complementary” would also
be understood by the person skilled in the art to involve
non-Watson-Crick base-pairing, especially in the context of
RNA sequences, such as a so-called “wobble pair” which can
form between guanosine and uracil residues in RNA.
“Complementary” is used herein in its usual way to indicate
Watson-Crick base pairing, and “non-complementary” is
used to mean non-Watson-Crick base pairing, even though
such non-complementary sequences may form wobble pairs
or other interactions. In the context of the present invention,
reference to “non-pairing” sequences relates specifically to
sequences between which Watson-Crick base pairs do not
form.

The first effector sequence is at least 17 nucleotides long,
preferably 17 to 50 nucleotides and most preferably 17 to 30
nucleotides. Itmaybe 17,18, 19,20, 21,22, 23, 24, 25,26, 27,
28, 29 or 30 nucleotides in length. When the first effector
sequence is longer than 17 nucleotides, it is preferred that at
least 17 contiguous nucleotides of the first effector sequence
forms the double stranded region with the complementary
strand.

The ddRNAi agents of the invention inhibit expression of
HBYV nucleic acid sequences. Preferably, the HBV target gene
is the nucleic acid sequence that is expressed as the poly-
merase (P) gene. Accordingly, in one embodiment of the
invention, the ddRNAi agent of the invention inhibits expres-
sion of one or more target sequences in a Hepatitis B virus
(HBV) polymerase gene. The HBV genome has overlapping
open reading frames. As such, targeting particular sequences
of'the polymerase gene will also target the same sequences in
the overlapping gene. The agents of the invention therefore
are capable of targeting multiple genes with a single effector
sequence. In each preferred embodiment however, at least the
polymerase gene is targeted.

In particular embodiments, the first effector sequence is
selected from any 10 or more and preferably any 17 or more
contiguous nucleotides within any one of the ddRNAi HBV
polymerase effector sequences SEQ ID NOS: 1-19, or SEQ
ID NOS: 20-27 listed below. For simplicity, the SEQ ID NOS:
will be collectively referred to as SEQ ID NOS: 1 to 27.
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TABLE 1

12

RNAi effector sequencesg

HBV
SEQ Target
ID RNAiL effector sequence 7 Sites ® nts Gene Target °©
1 GAUUGACGAUAAGGGAGA 109-126 18 pol
2 UUGAAGUCCCAAUCUGGAU 2935-2953 19 pol
3 GCCGGGCAACGGGGUAAAGGUUC 1139-1161 23 pol
4 UAUUUGCGGGAGAGGACAACAGAGUUAUC 1335-1363 29 pol
5 UCCUGAUGUGAUGUUCUCCAUGU 155-177 23 pol & HBsAg
6 AAGGCCUCCGUGCGGUGGGG 3019-3038 20 pol
7 GGUAUUGUUUACACAGAAAGGC 1116-1137 22 pol
8 GAUGUGUUCUUGUGGCAAG 908-926 19 pol
9 GGGAAAGCCCUACGAACCACU 698-718 21 pol & HBsAg
10 GUGGAGACAGCGGGGUAGGC 3128-3147 20 pol
11 GAGGACAACAGAGUUAUC 1335-1352 18 pol
12 GCCCACUCCCAUAGGAAUUUUCC 631-653 23 pol & HBsAg
13 GGAUCUUGCAGAGUUUGG 18-35 18 pol
14 CGUUGCCGGGCAACGGGGUA 1146-1165 20 pol
15 GCAAUUUCCGUCCGAAGGUUUGG 575-597 23 pol & HBsAg
16 GUUGGAGGACAGGAGGUUGG 340-359 20 pol & HBsAg
17 GUUGGAGGACAGGAGGUUGGUG 338-359 22 pol & HBsAg
18 GAAGUGCACACGGUCCGGCAGA 1568-1589 22 pol & X
19 CAAGAUGCUGUACAGACUUGGC 762-783 22 pol & HBsAg
20 GGGAGAGGACAACAGAGUUAUC 1335-1356 22 pol
21 CGGGAGAGGACAACAGAGUUAU 1336-1357 22 pol
22 GCGGGAGAGGACAACAGAGUUA 1337-1358 22 pol
23 UGCGGGAGAGGACAACAGAGUU 1338-1359 22 pol
24 UUGCGGGAGAGGACAACAGAGU 1339-1360 22 pol
25 UUUGCGGGAGAGGACAACAGAG 1340-1361 22 pol
26 AUUUGCGGGAGAGGACAACAGA 1341-1362 22 pol
27 UAUUUGCGGGAGAGGACAACAG 1342-1363 22 pol

? Sequence of effector seguence based on target of HBV genome according to

Genbank ID US5551
Target position within HBV genome,
sequences are the reverse complement of these positions.

based on sequence of U95551;

effector

¢ ORFS targeted: pol corresponds to polymerase; HBsAg corresponds to the HBV

surface antigen and X corresponds to the X protein

As explained in the background section, both strands of a
dsRNA have the potential to be the effector sequence. How-
ever there is evidence that particular features of a sequence
can favour one strand to enter the RISC and the other strand to
be destroyed. There is evidence that the protein Argonaut 2
(AGO2) of the RISC complex has a preference for sequences
with a 5' A, and to a lesser extent a 5' U. In addition RNA
sequences with a higher AU content in 5' regions seem to be
preferentially loaded into RISC complexes, due to a mecha-
nism that “senses” thermodynamic stability across RNA
duplexes and favors incorporating sequences from the less

55

60

stable end of the duplex. These sequence preferences are
reflected in preferred embodiments, but are not essential.

For example, in one embodiment of this aspect of the
invention, there is provided a DNA-directed RNA interfer-
ence (ddRNAI) agent for inhibiting expression of one or more
target sequences in a Hepatitis B virus (HBV) gene, the
ddRNAI agent comprising at least:

a first effector sequence of any 10 or more contiguous
nucleotides within GAUUGACGAUAAGGGAGA
(SEQ ID NO:1); and

a first effector complement sequence.
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The first effector sequence is substantially complementary
to the predicted transcript of a region of the target gene.

Preferably the first effector sequence is at least 17 or more
contiguous nucleotides within GAUUGACGAUAAGG-
GAGA (SEQ ID NO:1).

When the first effector sequence has 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 nucle-
otides different to SEQ ID NO:1, the differences are prefer-
ably present in the first and/or last 5 nucleotides, and at least
the centre 10 nucleotides are 100% complementary to the
predicted transcript of a region of the target gene.

In alternative embodiments, the ddRNAi agent comprises a
first effector sequence of any 10 or more, preferably any 17 or
more, contigunous nucleotides within SEQ ID NO:2, SEQ ID
NO:3, SEQ ID NO:4, SEQ ID NO:5, SEQ ID NO:6, SEQ ID
NO:7,SEQIDNO:8,SEQIDNO:9, SEQ IDNO:10, SEQID
NO:11, SEQ ID NO:12, SEQ ID NO:13, SEQ ID NO:14,
SEQ ID NO:15, SEQ ID NO:16, SEQ ID NO:17, SEQ 1D
NO:18, SEQ ID: 19, SEQ ID NO: 20, SEQ ID NO: 21, SEQ
IDNO: 22, SEQIDNO: 23, SEQIDNO: 24, SEQID NO: 25,
SEQ ID NO: 26 and SEQ ID NO: 27.

In particularly preferred embodiments, the ddRNA1 agent
comprises a first effector sequence of any 10 or more, pref-
erably any 17 or more, contiguous nucleotides within
sequences able to inhibit the expression of a target gene
region by at least 70%. Preferably, in this embodiment, the
first effector is selected from SEQ ID NO:3, SEQ ID NO:9,
SEQ ID NO:12, SEQ ID NO:13 and SEQ ID NO:23.

The first effector sequence may comprise a sequence
selected from any 10 or more and preferably any 17 or more
contiguous nucleotides within a sequence from the group
consisting of SEQ ID NOS: 1-27, or alternatively, each effec-
tor sequence may be a variant of SEQ ID NOS:1-27, having 1,
2,3, 4 or 5 nucleotide variations. In yet a further embodiment,
each effector sequence may consist of 22 nucleotides, of
which 17, 18, 19, 20, 21 or all 22 nucleotides are contiguous
nucleotides from a sequence selected from the group consist-
ing of SEQ ID NOS: 1-27.

Multiple Targeting ddRNAi Agents

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the ddRNAi
agent comprises two or more effector sequences to enable
targeting of more than one target sequence of the HBV
genome. The multiple target sequences may be in the same
region of the HBV gene. For example, a 17 to 30 nucleotide
region that has natural variation in the sequence between
strains, or single nucleotide polymorphisms that have arisen
to confer drug resistance. Alternatively, the target sequences
may be in different regions of the one target gene.

To provide greater specificity the ddRNAi agent comprises
the following (in no particular order):

afirst effector sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in length;

a second effector sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in

length;

a first effector complement sequence; and

a second effector complement sequence;

The first and second effector sequences of a multiple tar-
geting ddRNAi agent form a double stranded region with
their respective effector complements. Preferably, the first
and second effector sequences are 17 to 30 nucleotides in
length. More preferably, the first and second effector
sequence are both selected from any 10 or more and prefer-
ably any 17 or more contiguous nucleotides within any one of
the sequences listed in Table 1 above, or are sequences having
1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 nucleotides difference from those sequences
listed in Table 1.

In one embodiment, the first effector sequence is selected
from any 10 or more and preferably any 17 or more contigu-
ous nucleotides within a sequence from any one of the group
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consisting of SEQ ID NOS:1-27, and the second effector
sequence is selected from any 10 or more and preferably any
17 or more contiguous nucleotides within a sequence from
any one of the group consisting of SEQ ID NOS: 1-27. The
first and second effector sequence may both be the same
sequence or may alternatively be different sequences.

The first and second effector sequence may each comprise
a sequence selected from any 10 or more contiguous nucle-
otides within a sequence from the group consisting of SEQ ID
NOS: 1-27, or alternatively, each effector sequence may also
be a variant of SEQ ID NOS:1-27, having 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5
nucleotide variations. In yet a further embodiment, each
effector sequence may consist of 22 nucleotides, of which 17,
18,19, 20, 21 or all 22 nucleotides are contiguous nucleotides
from a sequence selected from the group consisting of SEQ
ID NOS: 1-27. When there are two or more effector
sequences, they may represent a combination of the 3 types
described above.

Inparticularly preferred embodiments, the first and second
effector sequence comprise any 10 or more, preferably any 17
or more, contiguous nucleotides within sequences able to
inhibit the expression of a target gene region by at least 70%.
Preferably, in this embodiment, each effector sequence is
selected from SEQ ID NO:3, SEQ ID NO:9, SEQ ID NO:12,
SEQ ID NO:13 and SEQ ID NO:23.

The use of ddRNAi agents with multiple effector
sequences has the advantage of limiting the emergence of and
targeting escape mutants, which is a problem of many current
anti-viral therapies. One aspect of the present invention neu-
tralizes emergent escape mutants with a ddRNAi agent that
contains RNAi sequences based upon the genetic sequence of
the target gene and additionally sequences of the point muta-
tions that arise to resist RNAI treatment.

Similarly, ddRNAi agents with multiple effector sequences
have the advantage of being able to target a range of
sequences found in different viral genotypes or quasi-species,
as well as the advantage of the additive or synergistic effects
achieved with multiple effector sequences as opposed to
single effector sequences.

As mentioned above however, single effector sequences
can achieve multiple targeting when the target sequence is
common in 2 or more genes. HBV contains a number of
overlapping reading frames, such that targeting a sequence in
the overlapping regions will inhibit expression of both of the
genes that contain that sequence.

Long Hairpin Version

When the ddRNAIi agent contains more than one effector
sequence, and the ddRNAi agent is expressed as a single
strand of RNA, it will fold to form different structures
depending on the order of the effector sequences and the
sequences complementary to the effector sequences. In one
embodiment, there is provided a DNA-directed RNA inter-
ference (ddRNA1) agent for inhibiting expression of one or
more target sequences in a Hepatitis B virus (HBV) gene, the
ddRNAI agent comprising, in a 5' to 3' direction, at least:

a first effector sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in length;

a second effector sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in

length;

a second effector complement sequence; and

a first effector complement sequence

wherein each effector sequence is substantially comple-
mentary to the predicted transcript of a region of the target
gene. This will result in a ddRNAi agent with a structure as
shown in FIG. 1A. See also W02004/106517, incorporated
herein by reference.
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Alternatively, at least one effector, and preferably both
effector sequences, are 100% complementary to the predicted
transcript of a region of the target gene.

Preferably the first and second effector sequences are both
selected from the group consisting of any 10 or more and
preferably any 17 or more contiguous nucleotides within any
one of SEQ ID NOS: 1-27. For example, in one embodiment,
there is provided a DNA-directed RNA interference
(ddRNA1) agent for inhibiting expression of one or more
target sequences in a Hepatitis B virus (HBV) gene, the
ddRNAI agent comprising, in a 5' to 3' direction, at least:

a first effector sequence of any 10 or more contiguous
nucleotides within GAUUGACGAUAAGGGAGA
(SEQID NO:1);

a second effector sequence of any 10 or more contiguous
nucleotides within UUGAAGUCCCAAUCUGGAU
(SEQ ID NO:2) or GCCGGGCAACGGGGUAAAGG-
UUC (SEQ ID NO:3);

a second effector complement sequence; and

a first effector complement sequence.

Each effector sequence is substantially complementary to
the predicted transcript of a region of the target gene.

Alternatively, at least one effector, and preferably both
effector sequences, are 100% complementary to the predicted
transcript of a region of the target gene.

In particularly preferred embodiments, the first and second
effector sequence comprise any 10 or more, preferably any 17
or more, contiguous nucleotides within sequences able to
inhibit the expression of a target gene region by at least 70%.
Preferably, in this embodiment, each effector sequence is
selected from SEQ ID NO:3, SEQ ID NO:9, SEQ ID NO:12,
SEQ ID NO:13 and SEQ ID NO:23.

In yet another embodiment, being an embodiment where
the ddRNAI agent has 3 effector sequences, there is provided
a DNA-directed RNA interference (dJdRNA1) agent for inhib-
iting expression of one or more target sequences in a Hepatitis
B virus (HBV) gene, the ddRNAi agent comprising, in a 5' to
3" direction, at least:

a first effector sequence of any 10 or more contiguous
nucleotides within GAUUGACGAUAAGGGAGA
(SEQID NO:1);

a second effector sequence of any 10 or more contiguous
nucleotides within UUGAAGUCCCAAUCUGGAU
(SEQ ID NO:2);,

a third effector sequence of any 10 or more contiguous
nucleotides within GCCGGGCAACGGGGUAAAGG-
UUC (SEQ ID NO:3);

a third effector complement sequence;

a second effector complement sequence; and

a first effector complement sequence.

Each effector sequence is substantially complementary to
the predicted transcript of a region of the target gene.

Alternatively, at least one effector, and optionally 2 out of
the 3 or all 3 of the effectors, are 100% complementary to the
predicted transcript of a region of the target gene.

In particularly preferred embodiments, the first, second
and third effector sequence comprise any 10 or more, prefer-
ably any 17 or more, contiguous nucleotides within
sequences able to inhibit the expression of a target gene
region by at least 70%. Preferably, in this embodiment, each
effector sequence is selected from SEQ ID NO:3, SEQ ID
NO:9, SEQ ID NO:12, SEQ ID NO:13 and SEQ ID NO:23.

It will also be appreciated by the skilled person that the
order of effector and effector complements can be altered,
provided that a single, long hairpin structure is formed by
annealing of the effector sequence with its effector comple-
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ment to form dsRNA. For example, in a 2-effector sequence
ddRNAI agent, the sequences may be arranged in the follow-
ing exemplary 5' to 3' orders:

first effector—second effector—second effector comple-

ment—first effector complement;

first effector—second effector complement—second

effector—first effector complement;

first effector complement—second effector complement—

second effector—first effector;

first effector complement—second

effector complement—{first effector.

In a 3-effector sequence ddRNAI agent, the sequences may
be arranged in the following exemplary 5' to 3' orders:

first effector—second effector—third effector—third

effector complement—second effector complement—
first effector complement

first effector—second effector complement—third effec-

tor—third effector complement—second effector—first
effector complement;

first effector—second effector—third effector comple-

ment—third effector—second effector complement—
first effector complement

first effector complement—second effector complement—

third effector complement—third effector—second
effector—first effector complement

first effector complement—second effector complement—

third effector—third effector complement—second
effector—{irst effector.

In yet further embodiments, the first effector sequence may
be selected from any 10 or more and preferably any 17 or
more contiguous nucleotides within a sequence from the
group consisting of SEQ ID NOS:1-27; the second effector
sequence may be selected from any 10 or more and preferably
any 17 or more contiguous nucleotides within a sequence
from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOS:1-27; the third
effector sequence may be selected from any 10 or more and
preferably any 17 or more contiguous nucleotides within a
sequence from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOS:1-27;
and any further effector sequences may be selected from any
10 or more and preferably any 17 or more contiguous nucle-
otides within a sequence from the group consisting of SEQ ID
NOS:1-27. Alternatively, each effector sequence may also be
a variant of SEQ ID NOS:1-27, having 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 nucle-
otide variations. Preferably, the differences are present in the
first and/or last 5 nucleotides, and at least the centre 11-12
nucleotides are 100% complementary to the predicted tran-
script of a region of the target gene. Such embodiments are
particularly useful for targeting HBV escape mutants, as well
as different viral genotypes or quasi-species.

The first, second and third effector sequence may each
comprise a sequence selected from any 10 or more contiguous
nucleotides within a sequence from the group consisting of
SEQ ID NOS: 1-27, or alternatively, each eftector sequence
may also be a variant of SEQ ID NOS:1-27, having 1, 2, 3, 4
or 5 nucleotide variations. In yet a further embodiment, each
effector sequence may consist of 22 nucleotides, of which 17,
18,19, 20, 21 or all 22 nucleotides are contiguous nucleotides
from a sequence selected from the group consisting of SEQ
ID NOS: 1-27. When there are multiple effector sequences,
they may represent a combination of the 3 types described
above.

Multiple Hairpin Version

In an alternative embodiment, there is provided a DNA-
directed RNA interference (ddRNAi) agent for inhibiting
expression of one or more target sequences in a Hepatitis B
virus (HBV) gene, the ddRNAi agent comprising, in a 5'to 3'
direction, at least:

effector—second
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afirst effector sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in length;

a first effector complement;

a second effector sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in
length; and

a first effector complement

wherein each effector sequence is substantially comple-
mentary to the predicted transcript of a region of the target
gene.

Alternatively, at least one effector, and preferably both
effector sequences, is 100% complementary to the predicted
transcript of a region of the target gene.

This will result in a ddRNAi agent with a structure as
shown in FIG. 1B or C, depending on the type of expression
cassette used to express it (see later in the specification). See
also W02005/087926 and W02006/084209, incorporated
herein by reference.

Preferably the first and second effector sequences are both
selected from any 10 or more and preferably any 17 or more
contiguous nucleotides within a sequence from the group
consisting of SEQ ID NOS: 1-27. For example, in one
embodiment, there is provided a DNA-directed RNA inter-
ference (ddRNA1) agent for inhibiting expression of one or
more target sequences in a Hepatitis B virus (HBV) gene, the
ddRNAI agent comprising, in a 5' to 3' direction, at least:

a first effector sequence of any 10 or more contiguous
nucleotides within GAUUGACGAUAAGGGAGA
(SEQID NO:1);

a first effector complement sequence;

a second effector sequence any 10 or more contiguous
nucleotides within UUGAAGUCCCAAUCUGGAU
(SEQ ID NO:2) or GCCGGGCAACGGGGUAAAGG-
UUC (SEQ ID NO:3); and

a second effector complement sequence.

Each effector sequence is substantially complementary to
the predicted transcript of a region of the target gene.

Alternatively, at least one effector, and preferably both
effector sequences, is 100% complementary to the predicted
transcript of a region of the target gene.

In particularly preferred embodiments, the first and second
effector sequence comprise any 10 or more, preferably any 17
or more, contiguous nucleotides within sequences able to
inhibit the expression of a target gene region by at least 70%.
Preferably, in this embodiment, each effector sequence is
selected from SEQ ID NO:3, SEQ ID NO:9, SEQ ID NO:12,
SEQ ID NO:13 and SEQ ID NO:23.

In an embodiment where the ddRNAIi agent has 3 effector
sequences, there is provided a DNA-directed RNA interfer-
ence (ddRNAI) agent for inhibiting expression of one or more
target sequences in a Hepatitis B virus (HBV) gene, the
ddRNAI agent comprising, in a 5' to 3' direction, at least:

a first effector sequence of any 10 or more contiguous
nucleotides within GAUUGACGAUAAGGGAGA
(SEQID NO:1);

a first effector complement sequence;

a second effector sequence of any 10 or more contiguous
nucleotides within UUGAAGUCCCAAUCUGGAU
(SEQ ID NO:2);,

a second effector complement sequence;

a third effector sequence of any 10 or more contiguous
nucleotides within GCCGGGCAACGGGGUAAAGG-
UUC (SEQ ID NO:3); and

a third effector complement sequence.

Each effector sequence is substantially complementary to
the predicted transcript of a region of the target gene.

Alternatively, at least one effector, and optionally 2 out of
the 3 or all 3 of the effectors, is 100% complementary to the
predicted transcript of a region of the target gene.
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In particularly preferred embodiments, the first, second
and third effector sequence comprise any 10 or more, prefer-
ably any 17 or more, contiguous nucleotides within
sequences able to inhibit the expression of a target gene
region by at least 70%. Preferably, in this embodiment, each
effector sequence is selected from SEQ ID NO:3, SEQ ID
NO:9, SEQ ID NO:12, SEQ ID NO:13 and SEQ ID NO:23.

In yet further embodiments, the first effector sequence may
be any 10 or more contiguous nucleotides within a sequence
selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOS:1-27; the
second effector sequence may be any 10 or more contiguous
nucleotides within a sequence selected from the group con-
sisting of SEQ ID NOS: 1-27; the third effector sequence may
be any 10 or more contiguous nucleotides within a sequence
selected from the group consisting SEQ ID NOS:1-27; and
any further effector sequences may be any 10 or more con-
tiguous nucleotides within a sequence selected from the
group consisting of SEQ ID NOS:1-27. Preferably, each
effector sequence is at least 17 contiguous nucleotides.

Each effector sequence may also be a variant of SEQ ID
NOS:1-27, having 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 nucleotide variations. Pref-
erably, the differences are present in the first and/or last 5
nucleotides, and at least the centre 10-12 nucleotides are
100% complementary to the predicted transcript of a region
of' the target gene. Such embodiments are particularly useful
for targeting HBV escape mutants, as well as different viral
genotypes or quasi species.

The first, second and third effector sequence may each
comprise a sequence selected from any 10 or more contiguous
nucleotides within a sequence from the group consisting of
SEQ ID NOS: 1-27, or alternatively, each eftector sequence
may also be a variant of SEQ ID NOS:1-27, having 1, 2, 3, 4
or 5 nucleotide variations. In yet a further embodiment, each
effector sequence may consist of 22 nucleotides, of which 17,
18,19, 20, 21 or all 22 nucleotides are contiguous nucleotides
from a sequence selected from the group consisting of SEQ
ID NOS: 1-27. When there are multiple effector sequences,
they may represent a combination of the 3 types described
above. Furthermore, in the long hairpin structure or the mul-
tiple hairpin structure the ddRNAi agent may include addi-
tional effector sequences and corresponding complementary
sequences according to one of the following formula:

[effector sequence] | _q [effector complement

sequence];_;q Long hairpin:
[effector sequence-
effector complement sequence],_;o Multiple hairpin

Preferably, in the long hairpin formula, the number of
effector sequences is equal to the number of effector comple-
ment sequences. Typically, there are 2, 3, 4 or 5 effector
sequences, and accordingly, 2, 3, 4 or 5 effector complement
sequences respectively.

When the ddRNAi agent does contain more than one effec-
tor sequence, the effector sequences may be the same or
different. For example, if a ddRNAi agent has 3 effector
sequences, 2 effector sequences may have the same sequence,
while 1 is different. Alternatively, all 3 effector sequences
may be different. Preferably, the effector sequences are any
10 or more and preferably any 17 or more contiguous nucle-
otides within a sequence selected from the group consisting
of SEQIDNOS: 1-27, or variants of the sequences of SEQ ID
NOS:1-27 which have 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 nucleotide variations.
Preferably, the differences are present in the first and/or last 5
nucleotides, and at least the centre 10-12 nucleotides are
100% complementary to the predicted transcript of a region
of' the target gene.
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When targeting a single region of a target sequence thathas
naturally occurring variants (eg different genotypes or quasi-
species), escape mutants, or single nucleotide polymor-
phisms (SNPs), it is preferable that at least one effector
sequence is chosen from any 10 or more and preferably any 17
or more contiguous nucleotides within a sequence selected
from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOS: 1-27, whereas
other effector sequences are variants of that chosen sequence.
For example, a first effector sequence may comprise 20 nucle-
otides of SEQ ID NO: 1; the second effector sequence should
therefore be a variant of SEQ ID NO:1.

Hairpin Structures

In the above embodiments, the effector sequence hybri-
dises with its corresponding effector complement sequence to
form ahairpin structure. At the end of the hairpin, two or more
unbound nucleotides form the ‘hinge’ or ‘loop’. In one
embodiment, the unbound nucleotides are part of the effector
sequence and the effector complement sequence, such that
only a portion of the at least 17 nucleotides of the effector
sequence will form a duplex with its corresponding effector
complement sequence. For example, when the effector
sequence and its complement are both 22 nucleotides long, 19
of the nucleotides may base pair to form a double stranded
region, leaving a total of 6 nucleotides (3 from each strand) to
form a single stranded loop between and joining the effector
sequence and its effector complement sequence.

In an alternative embodiment, an additional sequence that
is non-complementary to itself, the target sequence, the effec-
tor sequence or the sequence complementary to the effector
sequence may be included in the ddRNAi. As such, in yet
another embodiment of the invention, the ddRNAi agent fur-
ther includes a sequence of 2 to 100 unpaired nucleotides
capable of forming a loop, more preferably, 2 to 10 unpaired
nucleotides. In a preferred embodiment the loop includes the
nucleotide sequence AA, UU, UUA, UUAG, UUACAA,
CAAGAGA or N, AAN,, where N, and N, are any of C, G, U
and A and may be the same or different.

There may be one or more loops depending on the ddRNAi
agent structure. When a ddRNAi agent has a long hairpin
structure based on formula [effector sequence], |, [effector
complement sequence],_,, additional non-self-complemen-
tary sequence to give rise to a single loop structure is con-
tained between the last effector sequence and the effector
complement sequence of that last effector sequence, as illus-
trated in FIG. 1D. In this embodiment, there is therefore
provided a DNA-directed RNA interference (dJdRNAi) agent
for inhibiting expression of one or more target sequences in a
Hepatitis B virus (HBV) gene, the ddRNAi agent comprising,
in a 5' to 3' direction, at least:

afirst effector sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in length;

a second effector sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in

length;

a sequence of 2 to 100 non-self-complementary nucle-

otides;

a second effector complement sequence; and

a first effector complement sequence

wherein each effector sequence is substantially comple-
mentary to the predicted transcript of a region of the target
gene.

When the ddRNAi agent has a multiple hairpin structure
based on formula [effector sequence-effector complement
sequence],_;, additional non-self-complementary sequence
is contained between each effector sequence and its comple-
mentary sequence to give rise to a loop structure, as illustrated
in FIGS. 1E and F (depending on the type of expression
cassette used to express it (see later in the specification). In
this embodiment, there is provided a DNA-directed RNA
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interference (ddRNA1) agent for inhibiting expression of one
or more target sequences in a Hepatitis B virus (HBV) gene,
the ddRNAIi agent comprising, in a 5' to 3' direction, at least:

a first effector sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in length;

a sequence of 2 to 100 non-self-complementary nucle-

otides;

a first effector complement sequence;

a second effector sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in

length;

a sequence of 2 to 100 non-self-complementary nucle-

otides; and

a second effector complement sequence

wherein each effector sequence is substantially comple-
mentary to the predicted transcript of a region of the target
gene.

In this embodiment where there are more than two effector
and two effector complement sequences, and therefore more
than two hairpin structures, the length of additional non-self-
complementary sequence that forms each loop structure does
not have to be the same. For example, one loop structure may
have 5 nucleotides, while another loop structure may have 9
nucleotides.

2 Strand ddRNAi Agents

As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, it is not
necessary that the entire ddRNAi agent is expressed as one
sequence. For example, in one embodiment of the invention,
the first effector sequence may be generated (e.g., transcribed
by one DNA sequence), and the first effector complement
sequence may be generated (e.g., transcribed from a separate
DNA sequence). Optionally, a loop sequence may be attached
to either transcript or part of the loop attached to the 3' end of
one transcript and the 5' end of the other transcript. Within the
cell, the two transcripts then form the ddRNAi agent by
hybridising through annealing between the effector
sequence/s and their complement/s.

In Vitro Expressed ddRNAi Agents or Chemically Synthe-
sised siRNA Agents

While it is envisaged that effective treatment of chronic
HBYV infection will require ddRNAi agents to be expressed in
vivo from ddRNAIi constructs (as will be outlined below),
there may be circumstances where it is desirable to administer
ddRNAI agents that are expressed in vitro or to administer
siRNAs that are chemically synthesised, thereby functioning
as more of a transient therapy. Acute HBV infection for
example may benefit from a short term treatment with siR-
NAs that do not integrate and replicate in the cells.

The ddRNAi agents of the invention may therefore be
expressed in vitro and then delivered to target cells. Alterna-
tively, siRNAs may be chemically synthesised and then deliv-
ered to the target cells. In light of this, in another aspect of the
invention, there is provided a small interfering RNAi agent
(siRNA agent) for inhibiting expression of one or more target
sequences in a Hepatitis B virus (HBV) gene, the siRNA
comprising

a first effector sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in length;

and

a first effector complement sequence;

wherein the effector sequence is substantially complemen-
tary to the predicted transcript of a region of the target gene.

Similarly to the ddRNAi agents described above, the
siRNA agent may also include more than one effector
sequence for multiple targeting. The effector sequences pref-
erably target the HBV polymerase gene, and most preferably,
are selected from any 10 or more and preferably any 17 or
more contiguous nucleotides within a sequence from the
group consisting of SEQ ID NOS: 1-27.
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Considerable flexibility is possible in the design of siR-
NAs. Typically siRNAs consist of dsRNA molecules with
5'-phosphate and 3'-hydroxyl residues, strand lengths can
vary from 21-29 nucleotides and may optionally be designed
to include 2 nucleotide 3' overhangs. In some embodiments
each strand can be synthesised as N19-27TT (where TT can
be deoxyribonucleotides). siRNAs can be readily designed
based on regions of SEQ ID NOS: 1-27 as described above
and can be used therapeutically as single sequences or in any
combinations. Alternatively siRNA agents can consist of
single RNA molecules containing effector and effector
complement sequences similar or identical to those expressed
from ddRNAIi expression cassettes. These sequences can be
based on SEQ ID NOS: 1-27 and can be used therapeutically
as single sequences or in any combination. The siRNAs can
be chemically synthesized with appropriately protected ribo-
nucleoside phosphoramidites and a conventional synthesizer
and thus are widely available commercially and able to be
designed and synthesised according to routine methods in the
art. In preferred embodiments, the siRNAs have the
sequences of any 10 or more contiguous nucleotides within a
sequence from one or more of SEQ ID NOS:1-27.

A number of transfection reagents have been used for
delivering siRNA into different cell lines. Lipofectamine
2000 and Oligoiectamine are routinely used for siRNA deliv-
ery. Naked siRNAs have also been delivered by hydrody-
namic transfection methods. Other delivery methods would
be known by the skilled person.

ddRNAi Agent Expression Cassettes

As explained above, ddRNAi agents are expressed from
DNA expression cassettes inserted into any suitable vector or
ddRNAI construct. ddRNAi expression cassettes comprise
(in no particular order):

one or more promoter sequences

one or more DNA sequences that encode for one or more

effector sequences

one or more DNA sequences that encode for one or more

effector complement sequences;

one or more terminator sequences

and optionally

one or more DNA sequences that encode for loop

sequences

one or more enhancer sequences.

In one embodiment, there is provided a DNA-directed
RNA interference (ddRNAI) expression cassette for express-
ing a ddRNAi agent, wherein the ddRNAi agent inhibits
expression of one or more target sequences in a Hepatitis B
virus (HBV) gene, the ddRNAIi expression cassette compris-
ing, in a 5' to 3' direction:

a promoter sequence

a DNA sequence that encodes for a first effector sequence

optionally a sequence that encodes for sequence capable of

forming a loop

a DNA sequence that encodes for a first effector comple-

ment sequence; and

a terminator sequence.

The DNA sequence that encodes for the first effector
sequence is preferably a DNA that encodes for 10 or more,
preferably 17 or more, contiguous nucleotides within a
sequence from any one of SEQ ID NOS: 1-27. In particularly
apreferred embodiment, the first effector sequence comprise
any 10 or more, preferably any 17 or more, contiguous nucle-
otides within sequences able to inhibit the expression of a
target gene region by at least 70%. Preferably, in this embodi-
ment, the first effector sequence is selected from SEQ ID
NO:3, SEQ ID NO:9, SEQ ID NO:12, SEQ ID NO:13 and
SEQ ID NO:23.
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Alternatively, as outlined above in relation to the ddRNAi
agent itself, the sequence that encodes for the effector
sequence may encode an effector sequence that varies by 1, 2,
3, 4 or 5 nucleotides from SEQ ID NOS:1-27 without affect-
ing the ability of the effector sequence encoded to base pair
with the target sequence and inhibit expression of the target
sequence.

The skilled person would appreciate that a DNA sequence
encoding any given RNA sequence is the same sequence as
the RNA but having thymine (T) bases instead of uracil (U)
bases.

The ddRNAi expression cassettes encoding ddRNAi
agents having more than one effector sequence in a long
hairpin structure comprise, in a 5' to 3' direction:

a promoter sequence;

a DNA sequence that encodes for a first effector sequence;

a DNA sequence that encodes for a second effector

sequence;

optionally a sequence that encodes for sequence capable of

forming a loop;

a DNA sequence that encodes for a second effector

complement sequence;

a DNA sequence that encodes for a first effector comple-

ment sequence; and

a terminator sequence.

Preferably the DNA sequences encode first and second
effector sequence selected from any 10 or more and prefer-
ably any 17 or more contiguous nucleotides within a sequence
from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOS: 1-27. Preferably,
the first and second effector sequence is selected from SEQ
IDNO:3, SEQID NO:9, SEQIDNO:12, SEQ ID NO:13 and
SEQ ID NO:23. Alternatively, the DNA sequences encode for
an effector sequence that varies from SEQ ID NOS: 1-27 by
1,2, 3, 4 or 5 nucleotides without affecting the ability of the
effector sequence encoded to base pair with the target
sequence and inhibit expression of the target sequence.

When the ddRNAi agent has more than one effector
sequence and a multiple hairpin structure based on formula
[effector sequence-effector complement sequence], ;,
expression of each [effector sequence-effector complement
sequence] pair may be controlled by a single promoter, or
alternatively by a separate promoter. When separate promot-
ers are contemplated, the ddRNAi expression cassette com-
prises, in a 5' to 3' direction:

a promoter sequence

a DNA sequence that encodes for a first effector sequence

a DNA sequence that encodes for a first effector comple-

ment sequence;

optionally a terminator sequence;

a promoter sequence;

a DNA sequence that encodes for a second effector

sequence;

a DNA sequence that encodes for a second effector

complement sequence; and

a terminator sequence.

When a single promoter is contemplated, the ddRNAi
expression cassette comprises, in a 5' to 3' direction:

a promoter sequence

a DNA sequence that encodes for a first effector sequence

a DNA sequence that encodes for an effector complement

sequence to the first effector sequence;

a DNA sequence that encodes for a second effector

sequence;

a DNA sequence that encodes for an effector complement

sequence to the second effector sequence; and

a terminator sequence.
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Similarly to the above embodiments, the DNA sequences
preferably encode first and second effector sequence selected
from any 10 or more and preferably any 17 or more contigu-
ous nucleotides within a sequence from the group consisting
of SEQ ID NOS:1-27, or, effector sequences that vary in
sequence from SEQ ID NOS: 1-27 by 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 nucle-
otides. Preferably, the first and second effector sequence is
selected from SEQ ID NO:3, SEQ ID NO:9, SEQ ID NO:12,
SEQ ID NO:13 and SEQ ID NO:23.

The ddRNAIi expression cassette may alternatively be
described by reference to the total length of the ddRNAi agent
expressed, which is a product of the total length of sequence
between the promoter and terminator. For example, when the
length of the effector sequence in a single effector ddRNAi
consists 0f' 17,18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, or
30 nucleotides, the ddRNAI expression cassette will have a
length of 34 to 60 nucleotides between the promoter and
terminator. This length may further include 2 to 100 nucle-
otides of “loop” or “hinge” sequence, giving a length of
between 36 to 160 nucleotides. For ddRNAi agents having
multiple effector sequences, where each effector sequence
consists 0f' 17,18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, or
30 nucleotides, the overall length is increased proportionally.

One useful way of designing ddRNAi expression cassettes
of the invention is to assume Dicer cuts every 22 nucleotides
(also referred to as 22 nt phasing), and processes from the
base of the shRNA. The DNA sequences that encode effector
sequences can therefore be designed to encode any 10 or
more, and preferably any 17 or more contiguous nucleotides
within a sequence from the group consisting of SEQ ID
NOS:1-27, together with appropriate spacers and other
sequence requirements for the appropriate promoter. For
example, some of the sequences listed in SEQ ID NOS: 1-27
are greater than 22 nucleotides; in these instances only a
portion of the sequence needs to be operably linked to a
promoter.

Agents targeting different sites of mRNA are suitable for
shRNA construction, because they can avoid the influence of
secondary structures of mRNA, and thus perform their func-
tions independently.

When a U6 promoter is used, it is preferable that the DNA
sequence operably linked to the promoter starts with a gua-
nine (G) base; when a H1 promoter is used, it is preferable that
the DNA sequence operably linked to the promoter starts with
an adenine (A) base. The effector encoding sequence can
therefore be modified accordingly. For some sequences from
SEQIDNOS: 1-27, effector sequences are shorter than 22nts;
in these instances it is preferable to include HBV sequences
adjacent to the HBV target sites. This would serve to maxi-
mise homology of effector sequences to HBYV mRNAs and
might also permit the inclusion of A or G residues to allow
efficient transcriptional initiation from the U6 or H1 promot-
ers as described above. Moreover, for US transcription in
particular, the effector sequence is desirably placed 3' of the
loop to avoid the 5' G necessary for efficient U6 transcription.

In some instances it may be desirable to avoid the DNA
sequence TTTT within effector, effector complement or loop
sequences since these can act as transcriptional terminators in
expression constructs which use Pol I1I promoters such as U6
or H1. shRNA design should also take in to account that U6
termination is expected to add a UU to the 3' end to the
shRNA. When designing long hairpin RNAs, it is sometimes
advantageous to modify the precise choice of effector
sequences (either using sequences from, or adjacent to SEQ
1D NOS: 1-27) to maximise the likelihood that Dicer pro-
cessed effector sequences will include a 5'U or A, thereby
encouraging incorporation into AGO2.
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The choice of whether to control expression of each [effec-
tor sequence-effector complement sequence] pair depends on
a number of factors. A single promoter may be utilised to
minimise interference between promoters. A ddRNAi con-
struct with only a single promoter is also smaller in size,
which can be important in some cases for the stability of the
construct, both during production (eg replication in E. coli)
and delivery. In addition, the use of a single promoter avoids
the possibility of any homologous recombination between
promoters.

In circumstances where a degree of regulation of expres-
sion of each effector sequence or complement is required
though, it is advantageous to design a ddRNAi construct
having multiple promoters, whereby expression of each [ef-
fector sequence—effector complement sequence] pair is con-
trolled by a separate promoter. In circumstances where the
effector sequences are of a different sequence, the nature of
the sequence may mean one sequence is expressed to higher
expression levels. When it is desired to ensure more equal
expression levels of each effector sequence, the more highly
expressed effector sequence can be paired with a weaker
promoter and vice versa. Moreover, more efficient expression
may be achieved as the length of any one sequence to be
transcribed is shorter. When multiple promoters are used, it is
preferable that not all of the promoters are the same to mini-
mise the risk of any homologous recombination between
them. In the case of 2 promoters, each is preferably different.
In the case of 3 promoters, at least 2 and optionally all 3 are
different from one another.

The DNA sequence encoding the effector sequence is oper-
ably linked to the promoter sequence. A sequence is “oper-
ably linked” to another nucleotide sequence when it is placed
in a functional relationship with another nucleotide sequence.
For example, if a coding sequence is operably linked to a
promoter sequence, this generally means that the promoter
promotes transcription of the coding sequence. Operably
linked means that the DNA sequences being linked are typi-
cally contiguous and, where necessary to join two protein
coding regions, contiguous and in reading frame. However,
since enhancers may function when separated from the pro-
moter by several kilobases and intronic sequences may be of
variable length, some nucleotide sequences may be operably
linked but not contiguous.

A “promoter” or “promoter sequence” or “promoter ele-
ment” is generally a DNA regulatory region capable of bind-
ing RNA polymerase in a cell and initiating transcription of a
polynucleotide or polypeptide coding sequence such as
mRNA or any kind of RNA transcribed by any class of any
RNA polymerase. The promoter and terminator may be taken
from different genes, but are typically matched to each other;
that is, the promoter and terminator sequences or elements are
taken from the same gene in which they occur naturally.
Promoters also may or may not be modified using molecular
techniques, or otherwise, e.g., through mutation of regulatory
elements such as enhancers, to attain higher or lower levels of
transcription.

The term “constitutive” when made in reference to a pro-
moter means that the promoter is capable of directing tran-
scription of an operably linked nucleic acid sequence in the
presence or absence of a specific stimulus (e.g., heat shock,
chemicals, light, etc.). Typically, constitutive promoters are
capable of directing expression of a coding sequence in sub-
stantially any cell and any tissue. The promoters used in the
expression cassettes to transcribe the ddRNAI agents prefer-
ably are constitutive promoters, such as the promoters for
ubiquitin, CMV, p-actin, histone H4, EF-1alfa or pgk genes
whose expression is controlled by RNA polymerase II bind-
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ing to the promoter, or promoter elements which are bound by
RNA polymerase 1. In other embodiments, a Pol II promoter
such as CMV, SV40, hAAT, U1, f-actin or a hybrid Pol 11
promoter is employed. In other embodiments, promoter ele-
ments bound by RNA polymerase I1I are used, such as the U6
promoters (U6-1, U6-8, U6-9, e.g.), H1 promoter, 7SL pro-
moter, the human Y promoters (hY1, hY3, hY4 (see Maraia,
et al., Nucleic Acids Res 22(15):3045-52 (1994)) and hY5
(see Maraia, et al., Nucleic Acids Res 24(18):3552-59
(1994)), the human MRP-7-2 promoter, Adenovirus VA1 pro-
moter, human tRNA promoters, the 5S ribosomal RNA pro-
moters, as well as functional hybrids and combinations of any
of these promoters. Variants of these promoters may also be
utilised, wherein the promoter is modified to decrease or
increase its activity. For example, if a strong promoter causes
too much expression of the sequence operably linked to it, it
can be modified to decrease its activity.

When a U6 promoter is used, it is preferable that the DNA
sequence operably linked to the promoter starts with a gua-
nine (G) base; when a H1 promoter is used, it is preferable that
the DNA sequence operably linked to the promoter starts with
an adenine (A) base. The sequences of the nucleic acids may
therefore favour the use of one promoter over another.

Alternatively in some embodiments it may be optimal to
select promoters that allow for inducible expression of the
multiple ddRNAi agents expressed from the ddRNAi con-
struct. A number of systems for inducible expression using
such promoters are known in the art, including but not limited
to the tetracycline responsive system and the lac operator-
repressor system (see WO 03/022052 A1l Publication; and
U.S. Patent Publication 2002/0162126 Al), the ecdysone
regulated system, or promoters regulated by glucocorticoids,
progestins, estrogen, RU-486, steroids, thyroid hormones,
cyclic AMP, cytokines, the calciferol family of regulators, or
the metallothionein promoter (regulated by inorganic met-
als).

Promoters useful in some embodiments of the present
invention may be tissue-specific or cell-specific. The term
“tissue-specific” as it applies to a promoter refers to a pro-
moter that is capable of directing selective expression of a
nucleotide sequence of interest to a specific type of tissue in
the relative absence of expression of the same nucleotide
sequence of interest in a different type of tissue (e.g., brain).
The term “cell-specific” as applied to a promoter refers to a
promoter which is capable of directing selective expression of
a nucleotide sequence of interest in a specific type of cell in
the relative absence of expression of the same nucleotide
sequence of interest in a different type of cell within the same
tissue. The term “cell-specific” when applied to a promoter
also means a promoter capable of promoting selective expres-
sion of a nucleotide sequence of interest in a region within a
single tissue. Alternatively, promoters may be constitutive or
regulatable. Additionally, promoters may be modified so as to
possess different specificities.

In the case of HBV infection, liver specific promoters may
be utilised. Examples of liver specific promoters are human
Alpha Aantitrypsin promoter (hAAT) apolipoprotein H
(ApoH) and Lecithin Cholesterol Acetyl Transferase pro-
moter (LCAT). Alternatively, the transthyretin or TTR pro-
moter may be utilised. The TTR promoter is derived from the
mouse prealbumin gene and is also referred to as prealbumin.
The full length TTR promoter normally controls expression
of the serum thyroxine-binding protein, which is made by
hepatocytes and by the choroid plexus epithelium in adults. In
one embodiment, a preferred TTR promoter is a TTR pro-
moter in which the region which controls choroids plexus
expression is deleted, but retains the regions which drive
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liver-specific expression. See for example W02007/120533
and US20060189561, incorporated herein by reference.

As noted above, enhancer elements are optionally included
in the ddRNAIi constructs of the invention. One preferred
enhancer element is ApoE. The ApoE enhancer element con-
sists of approximately 155 bp derived from apolipoprotein E
(ApoE). ApoE mediates binding, internalization and catabo-
lism of lipoprotein particles and is a ligand for the low-density
lipoprotein (ApoB/E) receptor and for the ApoE receptor of
hepatic tissues. The genetic enhancer associated with the
ApoE gene is a eukaryotic control element that can increase
transcription of a nucleic acid specifically in the liver. The
ApoE enhancer may be located up to 2000 nucleotides
upstream or downstream of a liver specific promoter, and may
be present in more than one copy. An ApoE/hAAT is one
preferred enhancer/promoter combination.

Alternatively, a synthetic enhancer (SynEnh) may be used,
such as that described in US20060189561 (incorporated
herein by reference).

When the ddRNAI expression cassette or construct con-
tains more than one terminator sequence or clement, the
terminator sequences or elements may be the same, or differ-
ent, or there may be a combination of termination elements
represented only once and termination elements represented
two times or more within any cassette. Whatever terminator
sequences or elements are used they should be selected to
ensure that they work appropriately with the liver-specific
promoter used. In instances where Pol 1, Pol III or Pol III
promoters are used, appropriate terminator sequences should
be employed. Termination elements useful in the present
invention include the U1 termination sequence (U1 box), the
synthetic polyA terminator, and the so called minimal Poly A
terminator. Transcriptional pause sites, such as MAZ1 and
MAZ2, (See Ashfield et al EMBO J 1994 Vol 13 No 23 5656
pp and Yonaha and Proudfoot EMBO J. 2000 Jul. 17; 19(14):
3770-7) may be inserted upstream of the poly A terminators to
assist in coupling of transcription termination and polyade-
nylation. For Pot III promoters, the sequences TTTT, TTTTT
or TTTTTT are commonly used as terminators. In these
instances transcripts are typically terminated by the sequence
uUu.

Delivery of the ddRNAi Constructs—Viral Based ddRNAi
Constructs

A challenge in developing any HBV therapeutic is that
virtually all hepatocytes in the patients are infected. As such,
ameans of achieving efficient and uniform transduction of all
liver cells with the ddRNAi agent of the invention is required
to provide an effective gene therapy for chronic HBV infec-
tion. Moreover, for effective in vivo treatment of HBV infec-
tion, the ddRNAI expression cassette of the invention has to
be able to be transfected into primary cells, stem cells, and
non-dividing cells.

To overcome this limitation, the ddRNAi expression cas-
settes of the invention are introduced into a delivery vector,
preferably derived from viruses to ensure compatibility with
viral delivery, to generate ddRNAi constructs. As noted ear-
lier, the vector backbone may serve the dual purpose of being
an expression vector as well as a delivery vector. Generation
of the construct can be accomplished using any suitable
genetic engineering techniques well known in the art, includ-
ing without limitation, the standard techniques of PCR, oli-
gonucleotide synthesis, DNA synthesis, restriction endonu-
clease digestion, ligation, transformation, plasmid
purification, and DNA sequencing. The construct preferably
comprises, for example, sequences necessary to package the
ddRNAI construct into viral particles and/or sequences that
allow integration of the ddRNAI construct into the target cell
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genome. The viral construct also may contain genes that
allow for replication and propagation of virus, though in
preferred embodiments such genes will be supplied in trans.
Additionally, the ddRNAi construct may contain genes or
genetic sequences from the genome of any known organism
incorporated in native form or modified. For example, the
preferred viral construct comprises sequences useful for rep-
lication of the construct in bacteria.

The viral vector backbone may be selected from lentiviral,
adenoviral (Adv), and adeno-associated viral (AAV) vectors.
Non-integrating viral vectors may be used for transient
expression in dividing cells of ddRNAIi agents of the inven-
tion or for longer term stable expression in non-dividing cells.
Integrating viral vectors, such as lentiviral vectors, mediate
stable, long term expression in both dividing and non-divid-
ing cells.

Alternatively, minicircles such as those described in
US20040214329 may be used to deliver the ddRNAi expres-
sion cassettes. Minicircles provide for persistently high levels
of nucleic acid transcription, and are characterised by being
devoid of expression-silencing bacterial sequences.

AAV vectors are non-pathogenic and less immunogenic
compared with other viral vectors. The ability of AAV vectors
to infect both dividing and non-dividing cells, and to direct
long-term gene expression in these tissues makes it a useful
vehicle for gene therapy. Moreover, AAV has a variety of
pseudotypes with different tissue tropisms. A preferred AAV
vector is the double stranded AAV pseudotype 8 (dsAAVS).

Typically, the genome of AAV contains only two genes.
The “rep” gene codes for at least four separate proteins uti-
lized in DNA replication. The “cap” gene product is spliced
differentially to generate the three proteins that comprise the
capsid of the virus. When packaging the genome into nascent
virus, only the Inverted Terminal Repeats (ITRs) are obligate
sequences; rep and cap can be deleted from the genome and
be replaced with heterologous sequences of choice. However,
in order to produce the proteins needed to replicate and pack-
age the AAV-based heterologous construct into nascent
virion, the rep and cap proteins must be provided in trans. The
helper functions normally provided by co-infection with the
helper virus, such as adenovirus or herpesvirus, can also be
provided in trans in the form of one or more DNA expression
plasmids. Since the genome normally encodes only two genes
it is not surprising that, as a delivery vehicle, AAV is limited
by a packaging capacity of 4.5 single stranded kilobases (kb).
However, although this size restriction may limit the genes
that can be delivered for replacement gene therapies, it does
not adversely affect the packaging and expression of shorter
sequences such as ddRNAi vectors.

Accordingly, in another aspect of the invention, there is
provided a ddRNAI construct comprising a viral vector into
which a ddRNAI expression cassette according to the inven-
tion s inserted. Preferably the expression cassette encodes for
multiple RNAi agents, as either long hairpin structures or
multiple hairpin structures. In one embodiment, the viral
vector is an AAV vector.

After generation of the viral based ddRNAI construct, the
construct is packaged into viral particles. Any method known
in the art may be used to produce infectious viral particles
whose genome comprises a copy of the viral ddRNAi con-
struct. One method utilizes packaging cells that stably
express in trans the viral proteins that are required for the
incorporation of the viral ddRNAi construct into viral par-
ticles, as well as other sequences necessary or preferred for a
particular viral delivery system (for example, sequences
needed for replication, structural proteins and viral assembly)
and either viral-derived or artificial ligands for tissue entry.
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Following transfection of the viral ddRNAIi construct into
packaging cells, the packaging cells then replicate viral
sequences, express viral proteins and package the ddRNAi
expression constructs into infectious viral particles. The
packaging cell line may be any cell line that is capable of
expressing viral proteins, including but not limited to 293,
Hela, A549, PerC6, D17, MDCK, BHK, Bing cherry, phoe-
nix, Cf2Th, or any other line known to or developed by those
skilled in the art. One packaging cell line is described, for
example, in U.S. Pat. No. 6,218,181.

Alternatively, a cell line that does not stably express nec-
essary viral proteins may be co-transfected with one or more
constructs to achieve efficient production of functional par-
ticles. One of the constructs is the viral based ddRNAi con-
struct; the other construct comprises nucleic acids encoding
the proteins necessary to allow the cells to produce functional
virus as well as other helper functions.

The packaging cell line or replication and packaging con-
struct may not express envelope gene products. In these
embodiments, the gene encoding the envelope gene can be
provided on a separate construct that is co-transtected with
the viral based ddRNAI construct. As the envelope protein is
responsible, in part, for the host range of the viral particles,
the viruses may be pseudotyped. As described supra, a
“pseudotyped” virus is a viral particle having an envelope
protein that is from a virus other than the virus from which the
genome is derived. One with skill in the art can choose an
appropriate pseudotype for the viral delivery system used and
cell to be targeted. In addition to conferring a specific host
range, a chosen pseudotype may permit the virus to be con-
centrated to a very high titer. Viruses alternatively can be
pseudotyped with ecotropic envelope proteins that limit
infection to a specific species (e.g., ecotropic envelopes allow
infection of, e.g., murine cells only, where amphotropic enve-
lopes allow infection of, e.g., both human and murine cells).
In addition, genetically-modified ligands can be used for cell-
specific targeting, such as the asialoglycoprotein for hepato-
cytes, or transferrin for receptor-mediated binding.

After production in a packaging cell line, the viral particles
containing the ddRNAIi expression cassettes are purified and
quantified (titred). Purification strategies include density gra-
dient centrifugation, or, preferably, column chromatographic
methods.

Methods of Treatment

Administration of ddRNAi agents, ddRNAi constructs or
siRNA agents of the invention inhibit expression of HBV
genes expressed in a cell infected with HBV. Accordingly, in
another aspect of the invention, there is provided a method of
treating HBV infection in a subject comprising providing a
therapeutically effective amount of a ddRNAi agent to a
patient in need of treatment, wherein the ddRNAi agent inhib-
its expression of one or more target sequences in a Hepatitis
Bvirus (HBV) gene, preferably the polymerase gene of HBV.
The ddRNAI agent to be administered to the patient may be
one or more of:

a ddRNAi agent comprising a first effector sequence; and a
first effector complement sequence; wherein the effector
sequence is substantially complementary to the pre-
dicted transcript of a region of the target gene

ddRNAI agent comprising, in a 5' to 3' direction, a first
effector sequence; a second effector sequence; a second
effector complement sequence; and a first effector
complement sequence, wherein each effector sequence
is substantially complementary to the predicted tran-
script of a region of the target gene

a ddRNAI agent comprising, in a 5' to 3' direction, a first
effector sequence; a second effector sequence; a third



US 9,080,174 B2

29

effector sequence; a third effector complement
sequence; a second effector complement sequence; and
a first effector complement sequence wherein each
effector sequence is substantially complementary to the
predicted transcript of a region of the target gene

a ddRNAIi agent comprising, in a 5' to 3' direction, a first

effector sequence; a first effector complement sequence;
a second effector sequence; and a second effector
complement sequence wherein each effector sequence is
substantially complementary to the predicted transcript
of a region of the target gene

a ddRNAIi agent comprising, in a 5' to 3' direction, a first

effector sequence; a first effector complement sequence;
a second effector sequence; a second effector comple-
ment sequence; a third effector sequence; and a third
effector complement sequence; wherein each effector
sequence is substantially complementary to the pre-
dicted transcript of a region of the target gene

a ddRNAIi agent comprising, in a 5' to 3' direction, a first

effector sequence; a second effector sequence; a
sequence of 2 to 100 non-self-complementary nucle-
otides; a second effector complement sequence; and a
first effector complement sequence wherein each effec-
tor sequence is substantially complementary to the pre-
dicted transcript of a region of the target gene

a ddRNAIi agent comprising, in a 5' to 3' direction, a first

effector sequence; a sequence of 2 to 100 non-self-
complementary nucleotides; a first effector complement
sequence; a second effector sequence; a sequence of 2 to
100 non-self-complementary nucleotides; and a second
effector complement sequence wherein each effector
sequence is substantially complementary to the pre-
dicted transcript of a region of the target gene.

As would be understood by one skilled in the art, and as
illustrated in the Figures, any particular effector sequence
may be swapped in position with its complement in the agent.
In particular forms of each of the embodiments described
above, each effector sequence is at least 17 nucleotides in
length selected from the group consisting of any 10 or more
and preferably any 17 or more contiguous nucleotides within
a sequence from any one of SEQ ID NOS: 1-27. The effector
sequences may all be the same, or may all be different, or may
be a combination eg 2 effector sequences of at least 10 con-
tiguous nucleotides of SEQ ID NO:1 and 1 effector sequence
of at least 10 contiguous nucleotides of SEQ ID NO: 4.

Preferably, the effector sequence is selected from the group
consisting of any contiguous 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 or 16 nucle-
otides within any one of SEQ ID NOS: 1-27, and most pref-
erably 17 or more contiguous nucleotides within any one of
SEQ ID NOS: 1-27. Typically, the effector complement will
be the same length, or about the same length (ie £15% nucle-
otide length) as its corresponding effector sequence.

Each of these ddRNAi agents may be administered via a
ddRNAi expression cassette in a ddRNAi construct, as
described in the earlier sections of the specification. Multiple
targeting may be achieved by delivering two or more ddRNAi
expression cassettes or constructs each capable of expressing
a single ddRNAI agent, or alternatively, by delivering one or
more ddRNAi expression cassettes or constructs each capable
of expressing more than one ddRNAi agent.

In alternative embodiments, each of the effector sequences
may be 100% complementary to the predicted transcript of a
region of the target gene, or may only vary by 1, 2, 3,4 or 5
nucleotides.
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The method of treating HBV infection can optionally
include a preliminary step of identifying an individual having
HBYV infection including identification of the serotype of the
HBYV isolate.

Forlongerterm or stable provision of the ddRNAi agents of
the invention, the ddRNAIi agent is provided via a ddRNAi
construct of the invention ie in vivo expression of the ddRNAi
agent from a ddRNAI expression cassette inserted into a
suitable vector delivered to the cell. The ddRNAi expression
cassette comprises:

one or more promoter sequences

one or more DNA sequences selected from the group con-

sisting of sequences that encode for any 10 or more
contiguous nucleotides within a sequence from SEQ ID
NOS: 1-27;

one or more DNA sequences that encode for one or more

effector complement sequences;

one or more terminator sequences

and optionally

one or more DNA sequences that encode for loop

sequences

one or more enhancer sequences.

As outlined earlier in the specification, these components
of'the ddRNAIi expression cassette may have different 5' to 3'
arrangements, all of which are suitable for use in the methods
of the invention.

In the methods of the invention, the HBV target gene is at
least the polymerase (P) gene, and potentially the surface
antigen or X gene when the target sequence is contained
within overlapping open reading frames, and the ddRNAi
agent comprises ddRNAi effector sequences of any 10 or
more contiguous nucleotides within a sequence from SEQ ID
NOS: 1-27 listed in Table 1. Alternatively, as detailed earlier,
the sequence that encodes for the effector sequence or the
sequence complementary to the first effector sequence may
vary from SEQ ID NOS: 1-27 by 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 nucleotides
without affecting the ability of the sequence encoded to base
pair with the target sequence and inhibit expression of the
HBYV target sequence.

Typically, each effector sequence forms a double stranded
region with the corresponding effector complement
sequence.

In an alternative embodiment, the method of treating HBV
infection in an individual comprises the administration of a
therapeutically effective amount of a ddRNAi construct that
encodes a ddRNAIi agent having more than one effector
sequence, such as those listed above.

The HBV infection to be treated may be a chronic HBV
infection. By “chronic” it is meant that the infection with
HBYV is long-lasting or persistent. The term chronic describes
the course of the disease, or its rate of onset and development.
When treating chronic HBV infection, it is preferable that the
ddRNAIi construct is administered and either stably main-
tained or integrated in to the target cell to ensure longer term
expression of the ddRNAi agent. As detailed above, this can
be achieved with the use of a ddRNAI construct having a viral
vector backbone. In accordance with this, there is provided a
method of treating chronic HBV infection in an individual
comprising the administration of a therapeutically effective
amount of a ddRNAI construct of the invention to a patient in
need of treatment.

Treatment of chronic HBV infection is aimed at reducing
the infectivity of the virus by interfering with viral replica-
tion. This in turn lowers the risk of transmission and spread of
HBYV. There is therefore provided a method of reducing the
infectivity of HBV in an individual infected with HBV, com-
prising administering to the individual a ddRNAIi constructs
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of the invention to target a HBV gene, preferably the poly-
merase gene. The clinical endpoints used in chronic hepatitis
B therapy will differ between patients with compensated
hepatitis B (where sustained viral suppression, serological
response, histological improvement, normalisation of liver
function tests and non-clinical progression are key endpoints)
and those with decompensated hepatitis B. In patients with
decompensated disease the liver is extensively scarred and
fibrotic and prevention/reversal of liver damage and preven-
tion of disease progression and obviation of liver transplan-
tation are the main objectives of therapy. Endpoints for com-
pensated hepatitis B are reduction of viral load with
serological and biochemical improvement, histological
improvement, measure of liver failure and end stage liver
disease, complications, transplantation and mortality.

In another embodiment, there is provided a method of
minimising progression of liver disease in a subject as a result
of HBV infection, comprising administering to the individual
a ddRNAI construct of the invention to target a HBV gene,
preferably the polymerase gene.

In yet another embodiment of the invention, there is pro-
vided a method of minimising the symptoms associated with
HBYV infection in a subject, comprising administering to the
individual a ddRNAi construct of the invention to target a
HBYV gene, preferably the polymerase gene.

The status or severity of an individual’s HBV infection
may be assessed by determining their viral load. By “viral
load” it is meant the amount of virus in an involved body fluid.
For example, it can be given in RNA copies per milliliter of
blood plasma. Individuals having a high viral load are con-
sidered to have a more severe HBV infection. Alternatively,
the viral load is an indicator of the responsiveness of an
individual to a particular treatment. If a treatment is working
and keeping the levels of virus low, it is indicative of a suc-
cessful treatment. It is therefore an objective of treatment to
lower an individual’s viral load. Accordingly, there is also a
provided a method of lowering a viral load of an individual
with an HBV infection, comprising administering to the indi-
vidual a ddRNAI construct of the invention to target a HBV
gene, preferably the polymerase gene.

Subsequent monitoring of the viral load in the individual
who has received treatment with a ddRNAi construct of the
invention is therefore a phenotypic indicator of the effective-
ness of the ddRNAI construct and the ddRNAi agent of the
invention.

Alternatively, treatment of acute HBV infection may not
require long term treatment, and it may in fact be preferred to
rely on the transient presence of a ddRNAi agent or siRNA
agent as opposed to long term expression of ddRNAi agents
from integrated or stably maintained ddRNAi constructs. By
“acute” it is meant that the HBV infection has a rapid onset,
and/or a short duration.

In accordance with this embodiment of the invention, there
is provided a method of treating acute HBV infection in an
individual comprising the administration of a therapeutically
effective amount of an in vitro synthesised or chemically
synthesised ddRNAI agent to a patient in need of treatment,
for inhibiting expression of one or more target sequences in a
Hepatitis B virus (HBV) gene, the ddRNAi agent comprising
at least:

a first effector sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in length
selected from any 10 or more contiguous nucleotides
within a sequence from the group consisting of SEQ ID
NOS: 1-27; and

a first effector complement sequence;

wherein the effector sequence is substantially complemen-
tary to the predicted transcript of a region of the target gene.
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In this embodiment, the ddRNAi agent of the invention is
produced in vitro or chemically synthesised and provided to
the cell.

Any of the siRNA agents or ddRNAIi agents of the inven-
tion described throughout the specification are suitable for in
vitro expression and delivery to the cell.

Preferably, the HBV target gene is at least the polymerase
(P) gene, and potentially the surface antigen, core antigen or
X gene when the target sequence is contained within overlap-
ping open reading frames. Accordingly, in one embodiment
of'the invention, the ddRNAi agent inhibits expression of one
or more target sequences in a Hepatitis B virus (HBV) poly-
merase gene. The first effector sequence is preferably
selected from any 10 or more and preferably any 17 or more
contiguous nucleotides within a sequence from the effector
sequences SEQ ID NOS: 1-27 listed in Table 1. Alternatively,
the effector sequence may vary from SEQ ID NOS: 1-27 by 1,
2, 3, 4 or 5 nucleotides without affecting the ability of the
effector sequence to base pair with the target sequence and
inhibit expression of the HBV polymerase gene.

In an alternative embodiment, an siRNA agent may be
administered. Preferably the siRNA agents, similarly to the
ddRNAI agent, targets the HBV polymerase gene, and may
have a sequence selected from any 10 or more and preferably
any 17 or more contiguous nucleotides within a sequence
from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOS: 1-27, or may vary
from SEQ ID NOS: 1-27 by 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 nucleotides without
affecting the ability of the effector sequence to base pair with
the target sequence and inhibit expression of the HBV poly-
merase gene.

Administration of a ddRNAi agent or siRNA agent of the
invention to an individual with an acute HBV infection can
also lower a viral load, reduce the severity of symptoms
associated with the acute infection, and reduce the infectivity
of HBV.

In another aspect of the invention, there is provided the use
of'the ddRNAi constructs, ddRNAi agents or siRNA agents of
the invention in the preparation of medicaments for treatment
of HBV infection, preferably chronic HBV infection, the
reduction of HBV viral load, the reduction of the severity of
symptoms associated with HBV infection, and the reduction
of the infectivity of HBV.

In a further aspect of the invention there is provided
ddRNAIi constructs, ddRNAi agents or siRNA agents for
treating HBV infection, preferably chronic HBV infection,
reducing HBV viral load, reducing the severity of symptoms
associated with HBV infection, and reducing the infectivity
of HBV.

In a further aspect of the invention there is provided a
composition comprising ddRNAi constructs, ddRNAi agents
or siRNA agents as an active ingredient for treating HBV
infection, preferably chronic HBV infection, reducing HBV
viral load, reducing the severity of symptoms associated with
HBYV infection, and reducing the infectivity of HBV.

The one or more effector sequences of the ddRNAi con-
structs, ddRNAi agents or siRNA agents used in the methods
of the invention comprise any 10 or more, preferably any 17
or more, contiguous nucleotides within sequences able to
inhibit the expression of the HBV target gene region by at
least 70%. Preferably the one or more effector sequence is
selected from SEQ ID NO:3, SEQ ID NO:9, SEQ ID NO:12,
SEQ ID NO:13 and SEQ ID NO:23.

Pharmaceutical Compositions

The ddRNAi agents, the siRNA agents or the vectors com-
prising ddRNAi expression cassettes of the invention can be
formulated into pharmaceutical compositions by combina-
tion with appropriate, pharmaceutically acceptable carriers or
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diluents. Accordingly, there is provided a pharmaceutical
composition comprising a ddRNAi agent, a ddRNAi expres-
sion cassette, a ddRNAIi construct or a siRNA agent of the
invention and a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier or dilu-
ent.

In pharmaceutical dosage forms, the agents or the vectors
comprising the ddRNAI expression cassettes may be admin-
istered alone or in association or combination with other
pharmaceutically active compounds. Those with skill in the
art will appreciate readily that dose levels for agents or vec-
tors comprising the ddRNAi expression cassettes will vary as
a function of the nature of the delivery vehicle, the relative
ease of transduction of the target cells, the expression level of
the RNAi agents in the target cells and the like.

The ddRNAI agents, the siRNA agents or the vectors com-
prising ddRNAi expression cassettes of the invention can be
formulated into preparations for injection or administration
by dissolving, suspending or emulsifying them in an aqueous
or non aqueous solvent, such as oils, synthetic aliphatic acid
glycerides, esters of higher aliphatic acids or propylene gly-
col; and if desired, with conventional additives such as solu-
bilisers, isotonic agents, suspending agents, emulsifying
agents, stabilizers and preservatives.

Pharmaceutically acceptable carriers or diluents contem-
plated by the invention include any diluents, carriers, excipi-
ents, and stabilizers that are nontoxic to recipients at the
dosages and concentrations employed, and include buffers
such as phosphate, citrate, and other organic acids; antioxi-
dants including ascorbic acid and methionine; preservatives
(such as octadecyldimethylbenzyl ammonium chloride; hex-
amethonium chloride; benzalkonium chloride, benzethonium
chloride; phenol, butyl or benzyl alcohol; alkyl parabens such
as methyl or propyl paraben; catechol; resorcinol; cyclohex-
anol; 3-pentanol; and m-cresol); low molecular weight (less
than about 10 residues) polypeptides; proteins, such as
plasma albumin, gelatin, or immunoglobulins; hydrophilic
polymers such as polyvinylpyrrolidone; amino acids such as
glycine, glutamine, asparagine, histidine, arginine, or lysine;
monosaccharides, disaccharides, and other carbohydrates
including glucose, mannose, or dextrins; chelating agents
such as EDTA; sugars such as sucrose, mannitol, trehalose or
sorbitol; salt-forming counter-ions such as sodium; metal
complexes (e.g. Zn-protein complexes); and/or non-ionic sur-
factants such as TWEEN™, PLURONICS™ or polyethylene
glycol (PEG).

The pharmaceutical composition may be prepared for vari-
ous routes and types of administration. In general the formu-
lations are prepared by uniformly and intimately bringing
into association the active ingredient with liquid carriers or
finely divided solid carriers or both, and if necessary, shaping
the product. Formulation may be conducted by mixing at
ambient temperature at the appropriate pH, and at the desired
degree of purity, with physiologically acceptable carriers, i.e.,
carriers that are non-toxic to recipients at the dosages and
concentrations employed.

The one or more effector sequences of the ddRNAi con-
structs, ddRNAI agents or siRNA agents used in the compo-
sitions of the invention comprise any 10 or more, preferably
any 17 or more, contiguous nucleotides within sequences able
to inhibit the expression of the HBV target gene region by at
least 70%. Preferably the one or more effector sequence is
selected from SEQ ID NO:3, SEQ ID NO:9, SEQ ID NO:12,
SEQ ID NO:13 and SEQ ID NO:23.
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EXAMPLES

The following examples are illustrative in nature and are in
no way intended to be limiting.

Example 1
Production of an Entire siRNA Target (EsT) Library

The full length HBV RNA-dependent DNA polymerase
gene from HBV Adr-1 (Accession M38454) was sub-cloned
and used to generate an Entire siRNA Target (EsT) library.
5000 clones were sequenced, of which 642 were identified as
having non-repeat sequences ranging from 19-23 bp. The
sequences, which represent potential targets for the ddRNAi
agents of the invention, were distributed along the target gene
(FIG. 2).

Example 2

Large Scale Screening Results Using SECs with
=50% Knock Down

To identify the most effective siRNA sequences which
could then be used to prepare the ddRNAi agents of the
invention, siRNA expression cassettes (SECs) amplified by
PCR were transfected into HepG2 2.2.15 cells. Effects on the
levels of HBV polymerase mRNA expression was evaluated
to identify functional siRNA sequences.

40 siRNAs that corresponded to the first SECs screened
were chemically synthesised and transtected into HepG2
2.2.15 cells to validate the original polymerase mRNA knock
down levels. HepG2 2.2.15 is a stable cell line containing an
integrated tandem dimer of the HBV genome (Genebank
Accession #: U95551), and can stably express HBV antigens
and HBV Dane particles. The correlation results are shown in
FIG. 3.

As can be seen from FIG. 3, when SECs inhibition of
polymerase expression was >50%, most of the corresponding
synthetic siRNA sequences gave around 70% knockdown of
HBV mRNA, and only 2/23 gave knockdown levels below
50%. In contrast to the SECs with <50%, silencing efficiency,
only 18% (3/17) of the corresponding synthetic siRNAs pro-
duced >70% knock down (p<0.05-Pearson’s chi-square test,
[t Stat|=4.29>1.68). Furthermore, a synthetic siRNA (need
explanation of this) which produced >90% knock down cor-
responded to a SEC clone which gave >65% knock down.
From this it was concluded that a reasonable correlation
existed between the knock down of HBV mRNA by siRNA
from SECs and that produced by synthetic siRNAs, to a
cut-oft value of =50% knock down by SECs. This cut off
value was used for the rest of the screening of the SECs.

Example 3

Target Screening by siRNA Expression Cassettes
(SECs)

FIG. 4 shows the results of large scale screening in vitro for
inhibition of HBYV mRNA accumulation (501 non-repeated
siRNA agents). Of those sequences screened, 100 siRNA
sequences were effective in knocking down HBV mRNA by
=250%, 14 of which resulted in >70% knock down (Table 2).
The distribution of the top 100 siRNA targets on the HBV
polymerase gene is shown in FIG. 5A; any sequence can in
turn be mapped on the polymerase. F1G. 5B for example maps
the first 3 sequences.
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TABLE 2

SEQ Relative
iD Length mMRNA
NO RNAi effector sequence ¢ (bp) expression

1 GAUUGACGAUAAGGGAGA 18 0.1

2 UUGAAGUCCCAAUCUGGAU 19 0.14

3 GCCGGGCAACGGGGUAAAGGUUC 23 0.19

4 UAUUUGCGGGAGAGGACAACAGAGUUAUC 29 0.25

5 UCCUGAUGUGAUGUUCUCCAUGU 23 0.25

6 AAGGCCUCCGUGCGGUGGGG 20 0.26

7 GGUAUUGUUUACACAGAAAGGC 22 0.26

8 GAUGUGUUCUUGUGGCAAG 19 0.27

9 GGGAAAGCCCUACGAACCACU 21 0.27
10 GUGGAGACAGCGGGGUAGGC 20 0.28
11 GAGGACAACAGAGUUAUC 18 0.29
12 GCCCACUCCCAUAGGAAUUUUCC 23 0.29
13 GGAUCUUGCAGAGUUUGG 18 0.29
14 CGUUGCCGGGCAACGGGGUA 20 0.29

Relative mRNA expression was measured (by a one-step
quantitative RT-PCR method using SensiMix SYBR One-
Step Kit (Bioline, USA) according to the manufacturer’s
guidelines) in transfected HepG2 2.2.15 cells relative to an
empty vector control whose level was arbitrarily set at 1.0.
The specific primers for the HBV polymerase gene were
forward primer 5-TGTGGTTATCCTGCGTTAATG-3'
Reverse primer 5'-GCGTCAGCAAACACTTGG-3', the
PCR product was 158 bp long. U6 snRNA (forward primer
5'-CTCGCTTCGGCAGCACA-3' Reverse primer
5'-AACGCTTCACGAATTTGCGT-3") was used as the inter-
nal control, the PCR product was 94 bp long. The relative
expression level of Polymerase gene was normalized using
the 2724<? analysis method. The experiments were performed
using quadruplicate independent transductions.

Example 4

Confirmation of Activity Using Synthesised siRNAs

The first round of screening used a vector with opposing
promoters (pU6H1-GFP). In shRNA expressing constructs
the shRNA is under the control of a single promoter. Accord-
ingly, to confirm the efficacy of the top 14 siRNA sequences
shown in Table 2 prior to developing shRNA expression con-
structs based on them, HepG2 2.2.15 cells were transfected
with each siRNA and inhibition of HBV replication was
assayed to determine HBV polymerase mRNA levels.

The 14 siRNAs were chemically synthesized with a dTdT
3' overhang. 5'-FAM labelled siRNA-GL3 (pGL3 Luciferase
Reporter Vector with unrelated siRNA sequence) served as
negative control. The siRNAs were dissolved in 100 uM in
DEPC-treated water, aliquoted out and stored at —20° C. In
addition, SEQ ID NO:4, which is 29 bp long, was redesigned
into 8 siRNAs (SEQ ID NOS:20t0 27), each 0of 22 bp made up
of'overlapping sequence from SEQ ID NO:4 (Table 3 below):
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TABLE 3
SEQ ID NO RNAL effector sequence
4 UAUUUGCGGGAGAGGACAACAGAGUUAUCTT
20 GGGAGAGGACAACAGAGUUAUCTT
21 CGGGAGAGGACAACAGAGUUAUTT
22 GCGGGAGAGGACAACAGAGUUATT
23 UGCGGGAGAGGACAACAGAGUUTT
24 UUGCGGGAGAGGACAACAGAGUTT
25 UUUGCGGGAGAGGACAACAGAGTT
26 AUUUGCGGGAGAGGACAACAGATT
27 UAUUUGCGGGAGAGGACAACAGTT

Transfection optimization was performed by varying 5'
FAM-labelled siRNA-GIL3 and Lipofectamine 2000 (Invitro-
gen). The cells were maintained in DMEM (GIBCO, USA)
supplemented with 10% PBS (Excellbio, China) and 200
png/ml. G418 (Sangon, China) at 37° C., 5% CO,.

HepG2 2.2.15 cells were transfected with siRNAs using
the optimised protocol and harvested 72 h after transfection.
Total RNA was isolated using Trizol (Invitrogen) and quan-
tified in a one-step quantitative RT-PCR method using Sen-
siMix SYBR One-Step Kit (Bioline, USA) according to the
manufacturer’s guidelines as already detailed in Example 3.

Results

The results are expressed as mean+STDV (Table 4 and
FIG. 9).

SEQ Polymerase mRNA Level
ID NO Lot1 Lot2 Lot3 Lot4 AVERAGE STDV
1 0.39 0.52 051 0.72 0.54 0.1373
2 0.79 024 018 043 0.41 0.2722
3 0.58 027 018 0.14 0.29 0.2014
4 0.41 0.34  0.22 0.33 0.0928
5 0.34 0.35 044 037 0.37 0.0450
6 0.36 032 026 054 0.37 0.1190
7 0.45 030 026 0.63 0.41 0.1702
8 0.48 046  0.33 0.72 0.50 0.1653
9 0.45 026 020 0.28 0.30 0.1068
10 0.17 040 043 0.67 0.42 0.2053
11 0.32 0.33 0.30  0.30 0.31 0.0178
12 0.32 028 016 0.26 0.25 0.0704
13 0.23 0.25 0.23 0.26 0.24 0.0152
14 0.36 034 038 036 0.36 0.0180
20 0.43 0.23 0.19 030 0.29 0.1027
21 0.33 040 024 0.19 0.29 0.0915
22 0.37 0.51 0.84  0.27 0.50 0.2453
23 0.18 029 020 032 0.25 0.0648
24 0.31 038 046 045 0.40 0.0686
25 0.50 0.33 0.54 025 0.41 0.1400
26 0.43 0.41 032 043 0.40 0.0518
27 0.38 044 033 0.31 0.37 0.0585
SiINC 0.72 0.73 0.69  0.78 0.73 0.0398
Normal 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 0.0000

$iNC = negative control; Normal = untransfected cells

Of the 22 siRNAs tested, all exhibited at least about 50%
inhibition, and most exhibited 60 to 70% inhibition. Despite
the high sequence similarity between the 22 bp variants SEQ
ID NO: 20 to 27 of SEQ ID NO:4, the ability to inhibit
expression of their sequence varied from 50 to 71%. Based on
these results, SEQ ID NOS: 3,9, 12, 13 and 23 were selected
for further development. While all of those SEQ ID NOS
target the polymerase gene, these sequences were also
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selected on the basis of their spread along the polymerase
gene mRNA (see column “HBV Target Sites” in Table 1).

Example 5
shRNA Design and Construction

Step 1—Effector Sequence Design
shRNA expression constructs were designed based on SEQ
ID NOS: 3. 9, 12, 13 and 23. Constructs can be readily
synthesised using a variety of promoters, including different
versions of human U6 promoters with different intrinsic
activities (Domitrovich, A M and Kunkel, G R (2003) Mul-
tiple, dispersed human U6 small nuclear RNA genes with
varied transcriptional efficiencies Nucleic Acids Research 31:
2344-2352) or various pol II promoters. In designing these
constructs, the following considerations were applied:
Dicer processes from the base of shRNAs
Dicer processing is imprecise but is predominantly
expected to cut every 22 nucleotides
U6 termination is expected to add a UU to the 3' end to the
shRNA
the processed effector sequence desirably contains a 5' U or
A to facilitate efficient Ago 2 loading.
the effector sequence is positioned 3' of the loop to avoid
the 5' G preferred for maximal U6 transcription
5'A or U residues can be incorporated into shRNA effector
sequences by incorporating sequences 2 or 3 nucleotides
upstream or downstream of the sequences targeted by
the RNAI agent; this is referred to as “sliding” sequences
1,2 or 3 nucleotides ie the effector sequence for shRNAs
can be based on sequences 1, 2 or 3 nucleotides 5' or 3'
relative to the 5' end of the siRNA effector sequence.
When applied to the 5 siRNAs based on SEQIDNOS: 3.9,
12, 13 and 23:
i) For a shRNA based
geegggcaacgggguaaagguucTT
“Best” shRNA effector sequence (minimize 5' GC
sequences, slide “down” 3 nts)

on SEQ ID NO:3:

GGGCAACGGGGUAAAGGUUCUU (uu from pol III

termination)
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ii) For a shRNA based on SEQ ID NO:9: gggaaagcccuac-
gaaccaculT
“Best” shRNA effector sequence (minimize 5' Gs, slide
down 3 nts to 5' A, add GA to 3' (from HBV genome to
maximize homology)

AAAGCCCUACGAACCACUGAUU

iii) For a shRNA based on SEQ ID NO:12: gcccacuc-
ccauaggaauuuuccTT

“Best” shRNA effector sequence move up 2 nts to avoid
UUUU (will cause premature termination) on antisense
strand, add AG from HBV sequence, which fortuitously
incorporates a 5' A.

AGGCCCACUCCCAUAGGAAUU

iv) For a shRNA based on SEQ ID NO:13: ggaucuugca-
gaguuuggTT

“Best” shRNA effector sequence (increase length to 20 nts,
slide up 2 nts, add TG from HBV sequence, which results in
aS'T@el)

TGGGAUCUUGCAGAGUUUGGuUU

v) For a shRNA based on SEQ ID NO:23: ugcgggagagga-
caacagaguulT

“Best” shRNA effector sequence reduce size at 3' end by 2
nts

UGCGGGAGAGGACAACAGAGUU

Step 2—Expression Cassette

U6 shRNA cassettes (Genscript) based on the effector
sequences designed in step (a) were prepared and cloned in to
pUCS57.

The inserts of the expression cassettes, which included
some flanking restriction sites for subsequent manipulation,
had the following sequences:

U6 .HBVshRNA 3

(SEQ ID NO: 28)

GGGACCCGGTACCTCGAGAGATCTGGGCAGGAAGAGGGCCTATTTCCCATGATTC

CTTCATATTTGCATATACGATACAAGGCTGTTAGAGAGATAATTAGAATTAATTTGA

CTGTAAACACAAAGATATTAGTACAAAATACGTGACGTAGAAAGTAATAATTTCTTG

GGTAGTTTGCAGTTTTAAAATTATGTTTTAAAATGGACTATCATATGCTTACCGTAAC

TTGAAAGTATTTCGATTTCTTGGCTTTATATATCTTGTGGAAAGGACGAAACACCGA

ACCTTTACCCCGTTGCCCGGCAAGAGACCGGGCAACGGGGTAAAGGTTCTTTTTT

GTTAACGAATTC

U6 .HBVshRNA 9

(SEQ ID NO: 29)

GGGACCCGGTACCTCGAGAGATCTGGGCAGGAAGAGGGCCTATTTCCCATGATTC

CTTCATATTTGCATATACGATACAAGGCTGTTAGAGAGATAATTAGAATTAATTTGA

CTGTAAACACAAAGATATTAGTACAAAATACGTGACGTAGAAAGTAATAATTTCTTG

GGTAGTTTGCAGTTTTAAAATTATGTTTTAAAATGGACTATCATATGCTTACCGTAAC

TTGAAAGTATTTCGATTTCTTGGCTTTATATATCTTGTGGAAAGGACGAAACACCGT
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-continued
CAGTGGTTCGTAGGGCTTTCCCAAGAGAGGARAGCCCTACGAACCACTGATTTTTT

GTTAACGAATTC
U6 .HBVShRNA 12

(SEQ ID NO: 30
GGGACCCGGTACCTCGAGAGATC TGGGCAGGAAGAGGGCCTATTTCCCATGATTC
CTTCATATTTGCATATACGATACAAGGCTGTTAGAGAGATAATTAGAATTAATTTGA
CTGTAAACACAAAGATATTAGTACAAAATACGTGACGTAGAAAGTAATAATTTCTTG
GGTAGTTTGCAGTTTTAAAATTATGTTTTAAAATGGACTATCATATGCTTACCGTAAC
TTGAAAGTATTTCGATTTCTTGGCTTTATATATC TTGTGGAAAGGACGARACACCGA
TTCCTATGGGAGTGGGCCTCACAAGAGATGAGGCCCACTCCCATAGGAATTTTTTT
GTTAACGAATTC
U6 .HBVShRNA 13

(SEQ ID NO: 31
GGGACCCGGTACCTCGAGAGATC TGGGCAGGAAGAGGGCCTATTTCCCATGATTC
CTTCATATTTGCATATACGATACAAGGCTGTTAGAGAGATAATTAGAATTAATTTGA
CTGTAAACACAAAGATATTAGTACAAAATACGTGACGTAGAAAGTAATAATTTCTTG
GGTAGTTTGCAGTTTTAAAATTATGTTTTAAAATGGACTATCATATGCTTACCGTAAC
TTGAAAGTATTTCGATTTCTTGGCTTTATATATC TTGTGGAAAGGACGAAACACCGC
CAAACTCTGCAAGATCCCAGACAAGAGATCTGGGATCTTGCAGAGTTTGGTTTTTT
GTTAACGAATTC
U6 .HBVShRNA 23

(SEQ ID NO: 32)
GGGACCCGGTACCTCGAGAGATC TGGGCAGGAAGAGGGCCTATTTCCCATGATTC
CTTCATATTTGCATATACGATACAAGGCTGTTAGAGAGATAATTAGAATTAATTTGA

CTGTAAACACAAAGATATTAGTACAAAATACGTGACGTAGAAAGTAATAATTTCTTG

TTGAAAGTATTTCGATTTCTTGGCTTTATATATCTTGTGGAAAGGACGAAACACCGC

40

TCTGTTGTCCTCTCCCGCAAACAAGAGATT TGCGGGAGAGGACAACAGAGTTTTTT

GTTAACGAATTC

The corresponding expressed shRNA for each of these
expression cassettes are shown in FIG. 6 (as SEQ ID NOS: 36
to 40). Symbol “A ” and “v ” indicates potential processing
sites of shRNA, resulting from either transcriptional initia-
tion/termination or Dicer processing with a 22 nt phase and 2
nt3' overhang, the predicted effector sequence assuming such
processing is shown below.

Example 6

Generation of Stable shRNA Expressing Cells Using
Multiple Sequence Constructs

As outlined above, one useful way of designing ddRNAi
expression cassettes of the invention is to assume Dicer cuts
every 22 nucleotides (also referred to as 22 nt phasing). The
DNA sequences that encode effector sequences can therefore
be designed to encode any 10 or more, and preferably any 17
or more contiguous nucleotides within a sequence from the
group consisting of SEQ ID NOS:1-27, together with appro-
priate spacers and other sequence requirements for the pro-
moter and/or terminator.

ddRNAI constructs will be generated with the following
structures (using non-limiting exemplary sequences):
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1) Single Hairpin Expression Cassette

As mentioned above, FIG. 6 illustrates the expression cas-
sette, expressed hairpin RNAi agent and theoretical effector
sequence processed by Dicer (assuming 22 nucleotide phas-
ing) based on SEQ ID NO: 3 (FIG. 6A), SEQ ID NO:9 (FIG.
6B)and SEQ IDNO:12 (FIG. 6C), SEQID NO: 13 (FIG. 6D)
and SEQ ID NO: 23 (FIG. 6E). In the cassette of FIGS. 6A
and 6B, 20 contiguous nucleotides of SEQ ID NO:3 and 9
respectively are encoded for; in the cassette of FIG. 6C to 6E,
21 contiguous nucleotides of SEQ ID NO: 12, 13 and 23
respectively are encoded for. The arrows on the hairpin RNAi
agent indicate where Dicer is expected to cut to produce the
effector sequence shown underneath.

The sequence of the expression cassettes of FIGS. 6A to 6E
have already been provided above (SEQ ID NOS: 28 to 32).

ii) Multiple Hairpin Expression Cassette

FIG. 7 illustrates the expression cassette, expressed hairpin
RNAi agent (SEQ ID NOS: 41 to 43 and theoretical effector
sequence processed by Dicer (assuming 22 nucleotide phas-
ing) based on SEQ ID NO: 1, SEQ ID NO:4 and SEQ ID
NO:6 when arranged within the cassette to giverise to expres-
sion of individual hairpin RNAi agents (FIG. 7A) or a single
RNA containing the 3 hairpin RNAi agents prior to process-
ing (FIG. 7B). SEQ ID NOS:1, 4 and 6 are the same as
described above in relation to the single hairpin expression
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cassette. The “A” and “v” symbols on the hairpin RNAi
agent indicate where Dicer is expected to cut to produce the
effector sequence shown underneath.

The expression cassette of FIG. 7A has a DNA sequence of
TACAAAATACGTGACGTAGAAAG-
TAATAATTTCTTGGGTAGTTTGCAGTTTTAAAAT TAT-
GTTTTAAAATGGACTATCATATGCTTAC-
CGTAACTTGAAAGTATTTCGATTTCTT
GGCTTTATATATCTTGTGGAAAGGAC-
GAAACACCGTCTCCCTTATCGTCAATCTTCA
AGAGAAAGATTGACGATAAGG-
GAGATTTTTTTTACAAAATACGTGACGTAGAAAGTA
ATAATTTCTTGGGTAGTTTGCAGTTT-
TAAAATTATGTTTTAAAATGGACTATCATATG
CTTACCGTAACTTGAAAGTATTTC-
GATTTCTTGGCTTTATATATCTTGTGGAAAGGA
CGAAACACCGATAACTCTGTTGTC-
CTCTTTCAAGAGAAGAGGACAACAGAGTTATC
TTTTTTTTACAAAATACGTGACGTA-
GAAAGTAATAATTTCTTGGGTAGTTTGCAGTTT
TAAAATTATGTTTTAAAATGGACTAT-
CATATGCTTACCGTAACTTGAAAGTATTTCGA
TTTCTTGGCTTTATATATCTTGTG-
GAAAGGACGAAACACCGCCCCACCGCACGGAG
GCCTTTTCAAGAGAAAGGCCTCCGTGCG-
GTGGGGTTTTTTT (SEQ ID NO: 33).

In the cassette of FIG. 7A each effector complement is
operably linked to a promoter sequence, and the correspond-
ing effector sequence is operably linked to termination ele-
ments or sequences.

In contrast, in the expression cassette of FIG. 7B the first
effector complement (effector 1 comp) is operably linked to a
promoter and the last effector (effector 6) is operably linked to
aterminator element or sequence, arrows indicate anticipated
sites for Dicer processing. This cassette is designed to express
a single RNA molecule (SEQ ID NO: 44), and has a DNA
sequence of TACAAAATACGTGACGTAGAAAG-
TAATAATTTCTTGGGTAGTTTGCAGTTTTAAAAT TAT-
GTTTTAAAATGGACTATCATATGCTTAC-
CGTAACTTGAAAGTATTTCGATTTCTT
GGCTTTATATATCTTGTGGAAAGGAC-
GAAACACCGTGCTGTTGACAGTGAGCGTCT CCCT-
TATCGTCAATCTTCAAGAGAAAGAT-
TGACGATAAGGGAGATGCCTACTGCCT
CGGATTCTGCTGTTGACAGTGAGCGGT-
TGTCCTCTCCCGCAAATACAAGAGATATT TGCGG-
GAGAGGACAACTGCCTACTGCCTCGGAT-
TCTGCTGTTGACAGTGAGCGCC
CCACCGCACGGAGGCCTTCAAGAGAAAG-
GCCTCCGTGCGGTGGGGTGCTGTTGA
GAGCGTTTTTTT (SEQ ID NO: 34).

iii) Long Hairpin Expression Cassette

FIG. 8 illustrates the expression cassette, expressed hairpin
RNAi agent (SEQ ID NO: 45) and theoretical effector
sequence processed by Dicer (assuming 22 nucleotide phas-
ing) based on (in order) SEQ ID NO: 1, SEQ ID NO:6 and
SEQ ID NO:4. In the cassette of FIG. 8, 17 contiguous nucle-
otides of SEQ ID NO:1 are encoded for and 20 contiguous
nucleotides of SEQ ID NO:6 as per the above examples, but
in contrast to the cassettes of FIGS. 7 and 8, only 18 contigu-
ous nucleotides of SEQ ID NO:4 are encoded for. The arrows
on the hairpin RNAi agent indicate where Dicer is expected to
cut to produce the effector sequence shown underneath.

The expression cassette of FIG. 8 has a DNA sequence of
TACAAAATACGTGACGTAGAAAG-
TAATAATTTCTTGGGTAGTTTGCAGTTTTAAAAT TAT-
GTTTTAAAATGGACTATCATATGCTTAC-

CAGT-
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CGTAACTTGAAAGTATTTCGATTTCTT
GGCTTTATATATCTTGTGGAAAGGAC-
GAAACACCGCTCCCTTATCGTCAATCTTCA
CCCCACCGCACGGAGGCCTTCTGATGTC-
CTCTCCCGCAAATACAAGAGATATTTG CGGGAGAG-
GACAACAGAAGGCCTCCGTGCG-
GTGGGGTGAAAGATTGACGATAAG
GGAGATTTTTTT (SEQ ID NO: 35).

Example 7

Assaying the Effectiveness of ddRNAi Agents In
Vitro

To test the efficacy of ddRNAI agents appropriate cells and
cell lines can be transfected with RNA agents of the invention
and inhibition of HBV replication assayed

To assay the efficacy of ddRNAi constructs of the inven-
tion, plasmid DNAs based on the pGL3 Luciferase Reporter
Vector were constructed. The first, “pGL3 multi” contains
single copies of sequence in the 3'untranslated regions (UTR)
of the firefly luciferase expressing plasmid pGL3, encoding
target sites for siRNA or shRNA 3, 9, 12, 13 and 23, based on
SEQ ID NOS: 3. 9, 12, 13 and 23 respectively. The second,
“pGL3-23” contains a triple repeat of shRNA 23, based on
SEQ ID NO:23. The HBV target sites in these plasmids
correspond to the sense sequences of HBV recognised by
particular siRNAs or shRNAs and include an additional 10nts
of HBV sequence upstream and downstream of the target
sites.

The following information relates to experiments con-
ducted using the pGL.3-23 construct.

For convenience we chose to undertake initial testing using
dual-luciferase assays with transient assays in HEK293 cells.
Cells were plated in 96-well plates (0.1 ml medium/well) to
reach about 50% confluence before transfection. Plasmid
DNASs and the chemical synthesized siRNAs (or shRNA vec-
tors) were co-transfected into HEK293 cells with Lipo-
fectamine™ 2000 using the manufacturer’s (Invitrogen) pro-
tocol. The test constructs were used together with a construct
expressing Renilla luciferase (pRL-TK, Promega) which acts
an internal control for transfection efficiency.

If the chemically synthesized siRNAs, or shRNA
expressed from vectors are effective at silencing the target
sequence, luciferase levels in transfected cells will be
decreased since the target sequences are operably linked to
the luciferase gene.

Accordingly, various amounts of chemically synthesized
siRNAs or shRNA expression vectors were co-transfected
with constant amounts of pGL3-23 and control plasmids (see
Tables below).

TABLE 5

Testing siRNA23 against pGL3-23

pGL3-23 (ng) pRL-TK (ng) siRNA (pmol) siNC (pmol)
20 2 SINC 0 10.0
HBV-siRNA23 0.5 9.5
1.0 9.0
2.5 7.5
5.0 5.0
10.0 0.0
siRNA-GL3 5.0 5.0

Cells were transfected with indicated amounts of pGL.3-23
and control (pRL-TK) plasmids and varying amounts of siR-
NAs based on SEQ ID NO:23 (HBV-siRNA23). siNC, an
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unrelated siRNA with no known target sequences in HBV,
was used both as a negative control and to adjust total quan-
tities of siRNAs added to cells to avoid potential artifacts due
to unequal transfection. siRNA GL3 was used as a positive
control, such that it is an siRNA targeted to the luciferase
gene.

TABLE 6
Testing shRNA23 against pGL.3-23
pRL-TK shRNA puCS7
pGL3-23 (ng) (ng) (ng) (ng)
20 2 pUCS7 0 100
HBV shRNA23 2 98
5 95
10 90
20 80
50 50
100 0
U6 shRNA-GL3 50 50

Cells were transfected with indicated amounts of pGL.3-23
and control (pRL-TK) plasmids and varying amounts of test
plasmid for expressing shRNA based on SEQ ID NO:23
(HBV shRNA23). pUC57 was used both as a negative control
and to adjust total quantities of plasmid DNAs added to cells
to avoid potential artifacts due to unequal transfection. A
plasmid expressing a luciferase shRNA based on GL.3 siRNA
was used as a positive control.

Samples for testing were transfected into 4 individual wells
and firefly and Renilla Luciferase activities were determined
48 h post-transfection using the Dual-Luciferase Assay Sys-
tem (Promega) and a Synergy™ 2 Luminescence microplate
reader (Biotek) according to the respective manufacturer’s
protocol. The firefly/Renilla activity ratios were determined
for each well, and the inhibition efficiency of siRNA or shR-
NAs were calculated by normalizing to respective controls.

Results

The graphs in FIGS. 10A and B show luciferase activities
(+/-SD; n=4) in cells transfected with varying quantities of
chemically synthesised siRNA23 (A) or shRNA23 expres-
sion constructs (B) targeting pGL3-23 using the conditions
listed in Tables 5 and 6. Even at the lowest concentrations, the
siRNA and shRNA based on SEQ ID NO:23 are downregu-
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lated relative to the negative control (siNC or shNC—arbi-
trarily set at 1). The positive control luciferase siRNA and
shRNA also downregulated luciferase expression levels from
pGL3-23.

Example 8

Assaying the Effectiveness of ddRNAi Agents in
vivo

Mouse models for HBV are available, such as HBV
infected NOD/SCID mice (Yang et al. 2002; Ketzinel-Gilad
et al. 2006), as well as transgenic mouse lines expressing
HBYV, either or both of which could be used for these experi-
ments.

Injection of ddRNAI agents into mouse tail veins will be
used to deliver the agents to the liver. Inhibition of HBV
replication can be monitored at various time points using
qRT-PCR assays to determine the levels of HBV pol mRNA
in liver tissues or by quantifying levels of circulating HBsAg
and HBeAg in animals treated with ddRNAi agents of the
invention compared to appropriate control animals such as
mice injected with scrambled sequences or irrelevant DNAs,
as described above.

Suitable expression constructs for stable expression of the
ddRNAI agents include lentiviral vectors.

Example 9

In vivo Testing of the Pre-Clinical Candidate in a
Normal Mouse Model

One delivery system envisaged in vivo testing of the pre-
clinical candidate in a normal mouse model is AAV. For AAV,
the ddRNAI constructs will be packaged in vitro using strat-
egies well known to those familiar with the art and injected
intravenously into HBV infected NOD/SCID mice and/or
HBYV transgenic mice. Inhibition of HBV replication will be
monitored as described above.

It will be understood that the invention disclosed and
defined in this specification extends to all alternative combi-
nations of two or more of the individual features mentioned or
evident from the text or drawings. All of these different com-
binations constitute various alternative aspects of the inven-
tion.

SEQUENCE LISTING

<160> NUMBER OF SEQ ID NOS: 45
<210> SEQ ID NO 1

<211> LENGTH: 18

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus

<400> SEQUENCE: 1

gauugacgau aagggaga

<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>

SEQ ID NO 2

LENGTH: 19

TYPE: RNA

ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus

<400> SEQUENCE: 2

uugaaguccce aaucuggau

18

19
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<210> SEQ ID NO 3

<211> LENGTH: 23

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus

<400> SEQUENCE: 3

geegggcaac gggguaaagg uuc

<210> SEQ ID NO 4

<211> LENGTH: 29

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus

<400> SEQUENCE: 4

uauuugeggg agaggacaac agaguuauc
<210> SEQ ID NO 5

<211> LENGTH: 23

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400> SEQUENCE: 5

uccugaugug auguucucca ugu

<210> SEQ ID NO 6

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus

<400> SEQUENCE: 6

aaggccuccy ugegguggygy

<210> SEQ ID NO 7

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus

<400> SEQUENCE: 7

gguauuguuu acacagaaag gc

<210> SEQ ID NO 8

<211> LENGTH: 19

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400> SEQUENCE: 8

gauguguucu uguggcaag

<210> SEQ ID NO 9

<211> LENGTH: 21

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400> SEQUENCE: 9

gggaaagccee uacgaaccac u

<210> SEQ ID NO 10

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus

<400> SEQUENCE: 10

guggagacag cgggguaggce

23

29

23

20

22

19

21

20
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<210> SEQ ID NO 11

<211> LENGTH: 18

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus

<400> SEQUENCE: 11

gaggacaaca gaguuauc

<210> SEQ ID NO 12

<211> LENGTH: 23

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400> SEQUENCE: 12

geccacucce auaggaauuu ucce

<210> SEQ ID NO 13

<211> LENGTH: 18

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400> SEQUENCE: 13

ggaucuugca gaguuugg

<210> SEQ ID NO 14

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400> SEQUENCE: 14

cguugccggyg caacggggua

<210> SEQ ID NO 15

<211> LENGTH: 23

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus

<400> SEQUENCE: 15

gcaauuuccg uccgaagguu ugg
<210> SEQ ID NO 16

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400> SEQUENCE: 16

guuggaggac aggagguugg

<210> SEQ ID NO 17

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400> SEQUENCE: 17

guuggaggac aggagguugg ug

<210> SEQ ID NO 18

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus

<400> SEQUENCE: 18

gaagugcaca cgguccggca ga

18

23

18

20

23

20

22

22
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<210> SEQ ID NO 19

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus

<400> SEQUENCE: 19

caagaugcug uacagacuug gc

<210> SEQ ID NO 20

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400> SEQUENCE: 20

gggagaggac aacagaguua uc

<210> SEQ ID NO 21

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400> SEQUENCE: 21

cgggagagga caacagaguu au

<210> SEQ ID NO 22

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400> SEQUENCE: 22

gecgggagagg acaacagagu ua

<210> SEQ ID NO 23

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus

<400> SEQUENCE: 23

ugcgggagag gacaacagag uu

<210> SEQ ID NO 24

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400> SEQUENCE: 24

uugcgggaga ggacaacaga gu

<210> SEQ ID NO 25

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400> SEQUENCE: 25

uuugegggag aggacaacag ag

<210> SEQ ID NO 26

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: RNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus

<400> SEQUENCE: 26

auuugcggga gaggacaaca ga

22

22

22

22

22

22

22

22
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<210> SEQ ID NO 27
<211> LENGTH: 22
<212> TYPE: RNA
<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400> SEQUENCE: 27
uauuugcggg agaggacaac ag 22
<210> SEQ ID NO 28
<211> LENGTH: 351
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400> SEQUENCE: 28
gggacceggt acctecgagag atctgggcag gaagagggece tatttceccat gattecttcea 60
tatttgcata tacgatacaa ggctgttaga gagataatta gaattaattt gactgtaaac 120
acaaagatat tagtacaaaa tacgtgacgt agaaagtaat aatttcttgg gtagtttgca 180
gttttaaaat tatgttttaa aatggactat catatgctta ccgtaacttg aaagtatttc 240
gatttcttgyg ctttatatat cttgtggaaa ggacgaaaca ccgaaccttt acccegttge 300
ccggcaagag accgggcaac ggggtaaagg ttettttttyg ttaacgaatt ¢ 351
<210> SEQ ID NO 29
<211> LENGTH: 352
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400> SEQUENCE: 29
gggacceggt acctecgagag atctgggcag gaagagggece tatttceccat gattecttcea 60
tatttgcata tacgatacaa ggctgttaga gagataatta gaattaattt gactgtaaac 120
acaaagatat tagtacaaaa tacgtgacgt agaaagtaat aatttcttgg gtagtttgca 180
gttttaaaat tatgttttaa aatggactat catatgctta ccgtaacttg aaagtatttc 240
gatttcttgyg ctttatatat cttgtggaaa ggacgaaaca ccgtcagtgg ttecgtaggge 300
tttcccaaga gaggaaagcec ctacgaacca ctgatttttt gttaacgaat tce 352
<210> SEQ ID NO 30
<211> LENGTH: 352
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400> SEQUENCE: 30
gggacceggt acctecgagag atctgggcag gaagagggece tatttceccat gattecttcea 60
tatttgcata tacgatacaa ggctgttaga gagataatta gaattaattt gactgtaaac 120
acaaagatat tagtacaaaa tacgtgacgt agaaagtaat aatttcttgg gtagtttgca 180
gttttaaaat tatgttttaa aatggactat catatgctta ccgtaacttg aaagtatttc 240
gatttcttgyg ctttatatat cttgtggaaa ggacgaaaca ccgattccta tgggagtggg 300
cctcacaaga gatgaggccc actcccatag gaattttttt gttaacgaat tce 352

<210> SEQ ID NO 31

<211> LENGTH: 352

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
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<400> SEQUENCE: 31
gggacceggt acctecgagag atctgggcag gaagagggece tatttceccat gattecttcea 60
tatttgcata tacgatacaa ggctgttaga gagataatta gaattaattt gactgtaaac 120
acaaagatat tagtacaaaa tacgtgacgt agaaagtaat aatttcttgg gtagtttgca 180
gttttaaaat tatgttttaa aatggactat catatgctta ccgtaacttg aaagtatttc 240
gatttcttgyg ctttatatat cttgtggaaa ggacgaaaca ccgccaaact ctgcaagatce 300
ccagacaaga gatctgggat cttgcagagt ttggtttttt gttaacgaat tc 352
<210> SEQ ID NO 32
<211> LENGTH: 294
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400> SEQUENCE: 32
gggacceggt acctecgagag atctgggcag gaagagggece tatttceccat gattecttcea 60
tatttgcata tacgatacaa ggctgttaga gagataatta gaattaattt gactgtaaac 120
acaaagatat tagtacaaaa tacgtgacgt agaaagtaat aatttcttgt tgaaagtatt 180
tcgatttett ggctttatat atcttgtgga aaggacgaaa caccgctcetyg ttgtectete 240
ccgcaaacaa gagatttgcg ggagaggaca acagagtttt ttgttaacga atte 294
<210> SEQ ID NO 33
<211> LENGTH: 613
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400> SEQUENCE: 33
tacaaaatac gtgacgtaga aagtaataat ttcttgggta gtttgcagtt ttaaaattat 60
gttttaaaat ggactatcat atgcttaccg taacttgaaa gtatttcgat ttcttggett 120
tatatatctt gtggaaagga cgaaacaccg tctcccttat cgtcaatctt caagagaaag 180
attgacgata agggagattt tttttacaaa atacgtgacg tagaaagtaa taatttcttg 240
ggtagtttgc agttttaaaa ttatgtttta aaatggacta tcatatgctt accgtaactt 300
gaaagtattt cgatttcttg gctttatata tcttgtggaa aggacgaaac accgataact 360
ctgttgtect ctttcaagag aagaggacaa cagagttatc ttttttttac aaaatacgtg 420
acgtagaaag taataatttc ttgggtagtt tgcagtttta aaattatgtt ttaaaatgga 480
ctatcatatg cttaccgtaa cttgaaagta tttcgatttc ttggctttat atatcttgtg 540
gaaaggacga aacaccgccce caccgcacgg aggcectttte aagagaaagg ccteegtgeg 600
gtggggtttt ttt 613
<210> SEQ ID NO 34
<211> LENGTH: 408
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400> SEQUENCE: 34
tacaaaatac gtgacgtaga aagtaataat ttcttgggta gtttgcagtt ttaaaattat 60
gttttaaaat ggactatcat atgcttaccg taacttgaaa gtatttcgat ttcttggett 120
tatatatctt gtggaaagga cgaaacaccg tgctgttgac agtgagcegte tcccttatcg 180
tcaatcttca agagaaagat tgacgataag ggagatgcct actgectegg attctgetgt 240
tgacagtgag cggttgtcct ctcccgecaaa tacaagagat atttgcggga gaggacaact 300
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gectactgee tceggattetg ctgttgacag tgagcegeccc

agaaaggcct cecgtgeggtg gggtgetgtt gacagtgage

<210>
<211>
<212>

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus

<400>

tacaaaatac

gttttaaaat

tatatatctt

acggaggect

agaaggccte

<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>

<400>

SEQ ID NO 35
LENGTH: 292
TYPE: DNA

SEQUENCE: 35

gtgacgtaga
ggactatcat
gtggaaagga
tctgatgtec
cgtgeggtgg
SEQ ID NO 36

LENGTH: 53
TYPE: RNA

ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus

SEQUENCE: 36

aagtaataat
atgcttaccg
cgaaacaccg
tctecegeaa

ggtgaaagat

ttcttgggta
taacttgaaa
ctcecttate
atacaagaga

tgacgataag

gaaccuuuac cccguugecee ggcaagagac cgggcaacgg

<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>

<400>

SEQ ID NO 37
LENGTH: 56
TYPE: RNA

ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus

SEQUENCE: 37

gucagugguu cguagggcuu ucccaagaga ggaaagcccu

<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>

<400>

SEQ ID NO 38
LENGTH: 53
TYPE: RNA

ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus

SEQUENCE: 38

gauuccuaug ggagugggcee ucacaagaga ugaggcccac

<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>

<400>

SEQ ID NO 39
LENGTH: 54
TYPE: RNA

ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus

SEQUENCE: 39

gccaaacucu gcaagaucce agacaagaga ucugggaucu

<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>

<400>

SEQ ID NO 40
LENGTH: 54
TYPE: RNA

ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus

SEQUENCE: 40

accgcacgga

gttttttt

gtttgcagtt
gtatttcgat
gtcaatctte
tatttgcggy

ggagattttt

gguaaagguu

acgaaccaca

ucccauagga

ugcagaguuu

ggccttcaag

ttaaaattat

ttettggett

accccaccgce

agaggacaac

tt

cuu

cugauu

auu

gguu

geucuguugu ccucucccge aaacaagaga uuugcegggag aggacaacag aguu

<210>
<211>
<212>

<213> ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus

SEQ ID NO 41
LENGTH: 50
TYPE: RNA

360

408

60

120

180

240

292

53

56

53

54

54
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-continued

<400> SEQUENCE: 41

gucucccuua ucgucaaucu ucaagagaaa gauugacgau aagggagauu

<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>

SEQ ID NO 42

LENGTH: 51

TYPE: RNA

ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400>

SEQUENCE: 42

guuguccucu cccgcaaaua uucaagagau auuugceggga gaggacaacu u

<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>

SEQ ID NO 43

LENGTH: 50

TYPE: RNA

ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400>

SEQUENCE: 43

gecccacege acggaggccu ucaagagaaa ggccuccgug cggugggguu

<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>

SEQ ID NO 44

LENGTH: 250

TYPE: RNA

ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus

<400> SEQUENCE: 44
gugcuguuga cagugagcgu
gagaugccua cugccucgga
acaagaguau uugcgggaga
agcgecccac cgcacggagyg
agugagcguu

<210>
<211>

<212>
<213>

SEQ ID NO 45

LENGTH: 137

TYPE: RNA

ORGANISM: Hepatitis B virus
<400>

SEQUENCE: 45

gucucccuua ucgucaaucu ucaccccace gcacggagge cuucugaugu ccucuceage

aaauacaaga gauauuucgg gagaggacaa cagaaggccu cegugeggug gggugaagau

uaacgauaag ggagauu

cucccuuauc gucaaucuuc aagagagauu gacgauaagg

uucugeuguu gacagugage gguuguccuc ucccgcaaau

ggacaacugc cuacugccuc ggauucugcu guugacagug

ccuucaagag aaggccuccg ugceggugggyg ugeuguugac

50

51

50

60

120

180

240

250

60

120

137

The invention claimed is:

1. A DNA-directed RNA interference (dldRNAi) agent for
inhibiting expression of one or more target sequences in one
or more Hepatitis B virus (HBV) genes, the ddRNAi agent
comprising:

afirst effector sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in length;

a second effector sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in
length

a sequence that is complementary to the second effector
sequence; and

a sequence that is complementary to the first effector
sequence,

wherein each of the first and second effector sequences are
substantially complementary to a predicted transcript of a
target sequence, and wherein at least one of the first and
second effector sequences is SEQ ID NO: 9.

55

60
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2. A ddRNAiagent according to claim 1, comprising a third
effector sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in length and a
sequence that is complementary to the third effector
sequence.

3. A ddRNAi agent according to claim 1 comprising, ina 5'
to 3' direction

a first effector sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in length;

a sequence that is complementary to the first effector

sequence;

a second effector sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in

length; and

a sequence that is complementary to the second effector

sequence.

4. A ddRNAi agent according to claim 2 comprising in a 5'
to 3' direction:

a first effector sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in length;

a sequence that is complementary to the first effector

sequence;
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a second effector sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in

length;

a sequence that is complementary to the second effector

sequence;

a third effector sequence of at least 17 nucleotides in

length; and

a sequence that is complementary to the third effector

sequence.

5. A ddRNAi agent according to claim 1, wherein one of the
first and the second effector sequences is selected from the
group consisting of any 10 or more contiguous nucleotides
within a sequence from any one of SEQ ID NOS: 1 to 27.

6. A ddRNAIi agent according to claim 5, wherein each
effector sequence is selected from the group consisting of
SEQ ID NOS: 3, 9,12, 13 and 23.

7. A ddRNAI expression cassette for expressing a ddRNAi
agent according to claim 1, the expression cassette compris-
ing:

one or more promoter sequences;

one or more DNA sequences that encode for the first and

second effector sequences;

one or more DNA sequences that encode for the sequences

that are complementary to the first and second effector
sequences; and

one or more terminator sequences;

and optionally:

one or more DNA sequences that encode for loop

sequences; and/or

one or more enhancer sequences.

8. A ddRNAI expression construct comprising a ddRNAi
expression cassette according to claim 7.

9. A method of treating acute or chronic HBV infection in
a subject comprising administering to said subject a therapeu-
tically effective amount of a ddRNAi agent according to
claim 1, wherein the ddRNAi agent inhibits expression of one
or more target sequences in one or more HBV genes.

10. A method of reducing HBV wviral load in a subject
comprising administering to said subject a therapeutically
effective amount of a ddRNAi agent according to claim 1,
wherein the ddRNAi agent inhibits expression of one or more
target sequences in one or more HBV genes.

11. A method of reducing the severity of symptoms asso-
ciated with HBV infection in a subject comprising adminis-

15
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tering to said subject a therapeutically effective amount of a
ddRNAI agent according to claim 1, wherein the ddRNAi
agent inhibits expression of one or more target sequences in
one or more HBV genes.

12. A method of reducing the infectivity of HBV compris-
ing administering to said subject a therapeutically effective
amount of a ddRNAi agent according to claim 1, wherein the
ddRNAI agent inhibits expression of one or more target
sequences in one or more HBV genes.

13. A method according to claim 9, wherein the ddRNAi
agent or the ddRNAI construct inhibits expression of at least
the HBV polymerase gene.

14. A pharmaceutical composition comprising a ddRNAi
agent according to claim 1 and a pharmaceutically acceptable
carrier or diluent.

15. A method of treating acute or chronic HBV infection in
a subject comprising administering to said subject a therapeu-
tically effective amount of a ddRNAi expression construct of
claim 8, wherein the ddRNAi expression construct inhibits
expression of one or more target sequences in one or more
HBYV genes.

16. A method of reducing HBV viral load in a subject
comprising administering to said subject a therapeutically
effective amount of a ddRNAIi expression construct of claim
8, wherein the ddRNAi expression construct inhibits expres-
sion of one or more target sequences in one or more HBV
genes.

17. A method of reducing the severity of symptoms asso-
ciated with HBV infection in a subject comprising adminis-
tering to said subject a therapeutically effective amount of a
ddRNAi expression construct of claim 8, wherein the
ddRNAI expression construct inhibits expression of one or
more target sequences in one or more HBV genes.

18. A method of reducing the infectivity of HBV in a
subject comprising administering to said subject a therapeu-
tically effective amount of a ddRNAi expression construct of
claim 8, wherein the ddRNAi expression construct inhibits
expression of one or more target sequences in one or more
HBYV genes.

19. A pharmaceutical composition comprising a ddRNAi
expression construct according to claim 8 and a pharmaceu-
tically acceptable carrier or diluent.
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